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Getting In  
 
There are also a lot of ways into the church. Our church has a surprising 
number of entrances. There are 29 doors into the church buildings on our 
campus. That’s a lot of entry points!  
 

Theologically there is one way into the church— baptism. Denominations 
adorn the door in a variety of ways. Some dip and some pour, but the water 
is the same. Perhaps, the greatest distinction to baptist faith is its insistence 
on the faith of the individual as the prerequisite to baptism and entry into the 
church. The church is made of baptized believers whose faith is proclaimed 
upon entry into the church. 
 

This was a dramatic variation from tradition, even amongst protestants. And 
has significant implications. For the early protestants baptism was an entry 
into the church (as it has always been) and an entry into civic life. Baptism 
was a symbol of being accepted into society— the church and the state.  
 

But, when the early baptists came along and re-baptized themselves they 
were viewed with great suspicion. Because their baptism implicit placed 
greater significant in their citizenship in God’s kingdom than in the state.  
 

Either way you view it baptism is the door into the church. The Catholic 
Church symbolizes this well — where the baptistry is often at the entrance 
to the sanctuary. This is a reminder of the way the entry into the community 
is through the waters.  
 

Traditional  baptist  churches  in this part of  the  country have  typically  put  
baptistries behind the choir in the center of the sanctuary. It’s meant to be 
front and center. Too often it simply gets lost. The congregation can’t see 
the water and usually only sees a head peeping up out of the baptistry.  
 

Remembering our baptism might mean placing the waters where they can 
be seen (or even felt). Remembering our baptism means remembering that 
we walk in newness of life. We walk with our feet on the ground and our 
heads in new creation. The beauty of this sacred rite is that it is a promised 
that can be touched. As you wash your hands before dinner notice the cool 
water on your hands. Remember the waters of blessing. And let the water 
and word join together so that you might once again here the blessing of 
baptism deep within. Hear the word of God at the waters saying to you, 
“Behold my beloved. In whom I am well pleased.”   
 

Garrett Vickrey  
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 Thursday - February 20th       11:00 am    Maresh Hall 
 
Robert W. Parker, M.D. is Professor and the former Chief  of  Community 
Geriatrics and Vice Chair for Clinical Services in the Department of Family 
and Community Medicine.  
He graduated from the University of Kansas School of Medicine and joined 
the faculty of UTHSCA in 2000 after 20 years in private practice. He is 
board certified in Geriatrics. His primary interest is developing improved  
models  of  healthcare  delivery  for  frail  elders.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  
 Advanced Training Program for Healthcare Improvement   at  Intermountain 
Health.    
He has extensive training and expertise in quality improvement.  The 
Geriatrics Division developed a model continuity geriatric practice in UT 
Medicine where patients are cared for by medical home team in multiple 
sites; clinic, nursing home, hospital, hospice and home.  A special hospital 
unit was built for frail seniors. This ACE unit (Acute Care for the Elderly) is 
designed  to  prevent  common  complications of hospitalization such as: 
delirium, adverse drug events, falls, and healthcare acquired infection. 

Dear friends, 
 
For the past month I have been teaching the Seminar Class, working on the theme of “Late Blooming as 
a Spiritual Calling.” In the study, I wanted to make the case that those of us 65 or older are now better 
prepared to do God’s calling than perhaps any other time in our lives. I made this point because the 
church needs the wisdom and energy of older folks . . . and the sad reality is that too many of us 
have taken early retirement or feel forced into retirement from our church responsibilities because of 
our society and churches’ propensity to worship youth. However, there has not been a time more   
pressing that the present for those of us over 65 to step forward and offer our gifts for the cause of 
Christ.  
 
During the study I was challenged to come up with some ideas about how to get “mature adults” more 
activated in the life of Woodland. I have done that (see below), but I would like to challenge the rest of 
the “mature adult classes” to brainstorm with us. But here is the rub, what do we do with the ideas that 
are generated? We could forward those to staff and wait on the ecclesiastical evolutionary process to 
work. However, I thought it would be best to send this to the LifeTimers so that you can ferret out what 
seems like workable programs for us here at Woodland. I will be glad to help but I am hopeful that you 
all would take the lead in this. What do you think? 
 
Blessings, 
Mike 
 

For those receiving this newsletter by mail, an additional sheet is included with ideas  

for Ministry. 
 

For those receiving this newsletter by email, a separate PDF file has been attached, for you to 
open up to see the ideas for Ministry.  
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The LifeTimer’s lunch crew 
are asking for additional   

volunteers to help them in 
the kitchen. Please talk with 
Kathy Barnes or BJ Wachel 

if you can lend a hand.  
Thank You 

Our January Gathering with 
Daniel Castillo, US Army, Retired 



15315 Huebner Road 
San Antonio, TX 78248 

LifeTimers Living Life fully for the Time God gives us 

LifeTimers 
Leadership Team 

 

Co-Directors: Linda Mason 
                        Kay Morrison 

Secretary: Carol Hagler   

Programs: Debby Bussey 
  Babs Baugh 
   John Franklin 
   Kay Franklin 
 Barbara Higdon 
     Ed Twedt 
 Mary Moses 

Public Relations: Derlene Williams 

Treasurers:  Melissa Brown 
                      Anna Dillon 

Trips Coordinator:  Linda Mason 
 
Membership:   Edith Geurin 
             Elizabeth Myers 

Food Coordinators:  Kathy Barnes 
          B.J. Wachel 

Arrangements:  Jeannette McDonald 

Photographer: John Myers 

Historian:  Buddy Wachel 

Newsletter Editor: Sheila Norton 
 

Email Photos and Tidbits to:  
lifetimers@woodlandbc.org    and 

  sheilatake5@gmail.com  

   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

 

LIFETIMERS MEETINGS  

Feb 20—Dr Bob Parker, Geriatric Medical Practice 

The Advantages for Senior Citizens 

  

Upcoming Events 

Mar 10— Deedy Wright  -  Wildflowers of Texas 

 

Apr 16—Sandra Aviles 

Information we should leave for our families 

May 15 — Mary Russell 

Games with Mary and Friends 
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