
Early Childhood Education — West Pokot, Kenya

The children of Sisit in the West Pokot region of Kenya gather 
for kindergarten under a tree with a volunteer teacher.  These 
are “community assets” that were incorporated into the estab-
lishment of an early childhood education program by Africa 
Exchange, a ministry of CBF field personnel Sam and Melody 
Harrell. The complete program included the building of a 
school/church building (with a roof!), a clean water distribu-
tion project and a suspended bridge over a permanent river.  

Romany Education — Slovakia

Education is important for Romany children in Slovakia to 
have a chance at success in life. CBF field personnel Jon and 
Tanya Parks teach in a school for Romany children. Despite 
their status as Europe’s largest ethnic minority group, many 
Roma — especially in Slovakia and other Eastern European 
countries —experience discrimination and live in generation-
al cycles of poverty and dependence. Jon and Tanya believe 
that education and the gospel can make the biggest difference 
in forming a new future for Roma communities. 

Sewing Classes for Girls — Uganda

This young woman is a refugee from Somalia who has gradu-
ated from the sewing classes at the Refuge and Hope ministry 
center, where CBF field personnel Jade and Shelah Acker 
and Missy Ward-Angalla serve. She now serves as a teach-
er for other refugees. Refuge and Hope International serves 
the urban refugee community in Kampala, the capital city of 
Uganda, which is located in East Africa. The nonprofit orga-
nization is located in a heavily refugee-populated area of the 
city that is primarily home to refugees from South Sudan, 
Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Burundi, Ethiopia and Rwanda. Each year, Refuge and Hope 
serves more than 1,000 refugees through the Center of Hope, 
as well as through skills and business training programs, 
youth and women’s ministry, spiritual development and social 
work programs.

Chaplain Commissioning — USA

A chaplain is commissioned during a service at a CBF Gen-
eral Assembly. CBF-endorsed chaplains serve across the 
country in health care and military settings, where they are 
the presence of Christ and create a unique kind of beloved 
community. In 20 years, CBF has endorsed more than 1,000 
chaplains and pastoral counselors.



Suspended Bridge — Masai Mara, Kenya 

Luca’s Crossing is a suspended bridge over the Talek River in 
the Masai Mara region of Kenya. The footbridge was built by 
Africa Exchange in partnership with Bridging the Gap Africa 
and leadership from CBF field personnel Sam and Melody 
Harrell. The bridge provides the local Masai community 
access to health facilities, school and market activities. This 
crossing is critical during the rainy season, especially since 
the river has an abundance of hippo and crocodile.

Together for Hope — Rio Grande Valley, Texas

Christine Browder, a lay volunteer from a CBF partner 
church, lifts up a young girl during a Kids Heart mission trip 
to the Rio Grande Valley, a partnership between CBF and 
Buckner International through the Together for Hope ini-
tiative, which serves seven counties in Texas. All along the 
border, local leaders and field personnel are working together 
to create business opportunities for local leaders, build new 
churches and houses, and offer ESL training and programs. 
Also, in rural communities, it is important sometimes to 
create access to food. Churches and individuals are forming 
ecumenical partnerships to create sustainable farming oppor-
tunities within communities. 

Bible Institute — China 

A Bible Institute teacher instructs students in the mountains 
near Chengdu, China, where CBF field personnel Bill and Mi-
chelle Cayard serve through the registered church. With the 
Chinese church growing at a rapid pace, leadership training is 
one of the biggest needs. “The church is growing faster than 
leadership can keep up with,” Bill said. “The Bible college in 
Sichuan province is graduating about 30 pastors each year to 
serve a regional population of over 200 million. The majority 
of registered congregations are led by bi-vocational lay lead-
ers in desperate need of increased opportunities for Bible and 
theological training.”

Baptismal Service — Texas

Among the places CBF church starters serve is this Cowboy 
Church in Texas, where baptismal services look different than 
in most traditional churches. Each new church is contextual 
and organic, responding faithfully to its particular setting. 
CBF seeks to be intentional in its church starting efforts — 
selecting, training, commissioning and resourcing church 
starters for their particular calling. 

K



Kenya Community Water Project — Rift Valley, Kenya

The Loongeiwuan Integrated Child Development Center 
borehole provides clean water and deflouridation treatment 
to the Ilchamus community in the heart of the Great Rift 
Valley. Developed with leadership from CBF field personnel 
Sam and Melody Harrell, this water project services 200 
preschoolers, a full Kenya primary school and a community of 
several hundred plus a cattle dip. 

Bible Study — Lebanon

A Syrian refugee woman attends a Bible Study in Lebanon, 
where CBF field personnel Chaouki and Maha Boulos work to 
create beloved community in one of the most war-torn re-
gions of the world.

Refugee Girl — Lebanon

A Syrian refugee girl has endured many difficulties and fac-
es life as a refugee. CBF field personnel Chaouki and Maha 
Boulos offer friendship and spiritual support to the refugee 
community. Through this ministry more than 500 food pack-
ages are distributed to refugee families every five to six weeks, 
and medical and dental teams provide free care to all needy 
persons.

Bedouin Conversation — Lebanon

CBF field personnel Chaouki Boulos converses with a Bedou-
in man in the Middle East, where Chaouki and Maha Boulos 
serve through evangelism, leadership training and refugee 
aid. Their multi-faceted ministry includes support for local 
pastors to start new ministries in the Middle East; support 
to multiple orphanages in Lebanon; support to provide food 
items that are difficult to acquire such as beef, eggs, milk, 
cheese and cereal, as well as clothing and shoes; and serving 
poor and struggling families in Lebanon through food and 
medical emergency assistance.

Literacy Work — Homestead, Florida

CBF field personnel Jason and Angel Pittman lead the Touch-
ing Miami with Love ministry, where they serve the most 
vulnerable of Miami-Dade County in two of the poorest 
communities in the area. Touching Miami with Love focuses 
on children, youth and adults with the greatest educational, 
social and safety needs. Angel and Jason live and serve in the 
community of Overtown, a historic African-American neigh-
borhood that struggles intensely with poverty.

 



Youth Tutoring — Homestead, Florida

CBF field personnel Jason and Angel Pittman lead the Touch-
ing Miami with Love ministry, where they serve the most 
vulnerable of Miami-Dade County in two of the poorest com-
munities in the area. Touching Miami with Love focuses on 
children, youth and adults with the greatest educational, so-
cial and safety needs. This ministry includes tutoring among 
needy kids in this community.   

School Readiness — Miami

Touching Miami with Love in the Overtown neighborhood of 
Miami helps kids with literacy skills and other school basics. 
CBF field personnel Jason and Angel Pittman also provide a 
safe place for kids to hang out and learn. 

Integrated Child Development Center, Rift Valley, Kenya

From the outside looking in, this child dreams of next year 
when he will join 200 children from the local Ilchamus com-
munity of Loongeiwuan who attend one of eight provincial 
Integrated Child Development Centers developed by Africa 
Exchange with marginalized communities in Kenya. CBF 
field personnel Sam and Melody Harrell were instrumental in 
organizing this work.

Rio Grande Valley Literacy Center — Texas

CBF field personnel Diann Berry works in cross-cultural 
ministry on the U.S./Mexico border. She engages in ministries 
and partnerships to address systemic poverty, which is a key 
emphasis of CBF’s rural poverty initiative known as Together 
for Hope. This CBF-sponsored ministry helps adults learn to 
read. Shown here is the daughter of an adult student. 

Romany Children — Badila, Romania

Three Romany children sit on the steps of a Romany church 
in Badila, Romania. The pastor, Bebi Prica, is a faithful gradu-
ate of the Gypsy Smith School of Evangelism, which is held in 
Bucharest each year.  



Intentional Community — Danville, Virginia

Jessica Hearne serves as CBF field personnel in Danville, 
Virginia, where 38 percent of children live below the poverty 
line, nearly three times the average for Virginia. One in five 
people in Danville live with food insecurity, and the medi-
an household income there is about half that of the rest of 
the state. Jessica and her husband, Joshua, serve with and 
through Grace and Main Fellowship, an intentional, ecumen-
ical Christian community devoted to hospitality, simplicity, 
prayer, nonviolent action and grassroots community devel-
opment. The foundation of their ministry is simple: building 
relationships and community. Here, the late Bruce Hopson 
(right) in UNC shirt, prays with a small group.

Refuge and Hope International Ministry — Uganda 

This Congolese church worship service illustrates one portion 
of the work engaged by CBF field personnel Jade and Shelah 
Acker and Missy Ward-Angalla in Kampala, Uganda. 

Refuge and Hope International Ministry — Uganda 

This young refugee from Burundi runs a poultry business. He 
is 20 years old and learning to be self-reliant in a new country, 
with help from CBF field personnel Jade and Shelah Acker 
and Missy Ward-Angalla in Kampala, Uganda. The nonprofit 
organization is located in a heavily refugee-populated area of 
the city that is primarily home to refugees from South Sudan, 
Somalia, Eritrea, Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Burundi, Ethiopia and Rwanda. Each year, Refuge and Hope 
serves more than 1,000 refugees through the Center of Hope, 
as well as through skills and business training programs, 
youth and women’s ministry, spiritual development and social 
work programs. 



Latino Work among Immigrants — Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia

CBF field personnel Sue Smith (center) networks with vol-
unteers at LUCHA Ministries, an organization in the Fred-
ericksburg, Va., area created to help Latinos cope with the 
struggles of a new life in the United States. She and her 
husband, Greg, are co-founders of LUCHA Ministries, where 
they help immigrants adjust to American culture through 
English classes, tutoring and explaining U.S. medical and ed-
ucation systems. They also work to connect people with the 
resources they need. By building relationships with employ-
ers, government and social service agencies, property manag-
ers, churches, schools and law enforcement, LUCHA Minis-
tries works to bridge the gap between Latino immigrants and 
the community at large.

Banjara Man — India

This man is part of CBF’s ministry among the Banjara peo-
ple of India, where CBF field personnel Eddie and Macarena 
Aldape serve. After serving 13 years in India among the Ban-
jara, the Aldapes arrived in Spain in December 2015 where 
they are launching Centro de Esperanza (The Hope Center) 
to assist immigrants through the registration processes, lan-
guage acquisition, culture simulation and directing them to 
local organizations that can meet their immediate needs.

Medical Clinic — Near Pune, India

This medical clinic in a remote Banjara village serves peo-
ple who never have visited a doctor or hospital. The Banja-
ra people, who fall low on the caste system in Indian society, 
number between 20 to 23 million in India but are often 
forgotten.

Hurricane Katrina Recovery — Louisiana

A volunteer from a CBF congregation offers assistance to 
rebuild homes after the historic storm. In keeping with CBF’s 
focus on long-term impact, CBF disaster response partici-
pates in networks seeking to help communities after devas-
tating events, but employs most of its resources on the long-
term recovery, rehabilitation and resiliency of a community 
after first-responders have finished their work. This takes 
time and planning. CBF works with state and regional orga-
nizations, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the 
national voluntary organizations active in disasters and other 
local and national partners, including friends in the North 
American Baptist Fellowship, in any response.



Banjara Woman — Near Pune, India

A Banjara woman carries her burden near Pune, India. 
The Banjara people, who fall low on the caste system in 
Indian society, number between 20 to 23 million in India but 
are often forgotten. CBF field personnel and volunteers have 
served this community through a variety of ministries, includ-
ing health clinics.

Double Baptism — Hungary

Olah Jozsi, a Romany evangelist, and Hungarian Baptist pas-
tor Csuhai Jozsi baptize Tibi and Natasha, followers of Christ 
who came to faith through the reach of CBF field personnel 
Ralph and Tammy Stocks. As the Stocks minister among the 
Romany, they look for unique ways to share the gospel and 
encourage Romany to work among their own people. Dis-
tinguished by their dark hair and complexion, Roma are a 
minority in Hungary and often experience discrimination. 
Most live in poverty, and their opportunities for employment 
and education are limited. “Our dream is to encourage and 
nurture young Roma Christian men and women who will 
minister among their people so that we are no longer needed,” 
Tammy said. “We hope to see the gospel being spread through 
the Roma of the world without hindrance. We also hope to see 
other Europeans accepting the Romany people and working 
to reach out to them in spite of the deeply ingrained prejudice 
so prevalent.”

Apollinaire — Rabat, Morocco

Apollinaire* was a leader in a French-speaking church con-
sisting primarily of refugees. The church is part of the Prot-
estant Federation of Churches in Morocco. After multiple 
attempts to go to Europe, Apollinaire eventually made the 
crossing to Spain and now lives in Belgium. Kentucky CBF 
congregations partner with these churches in Morocco.

*Real name not used for security reasons



Pastor with Bicycles — Near Hyderabad, India

Indian pastors are equipped with bicycles for transportation, 
part of the far-reaching ministry of CBF field personnel Sam 
Bandela. Sam has helped tsunami survivors with life skills 
programs such as sewing centers and other community proj-
ects, including distribution of fishing nets, school uniforms 
and Bibles. He also has helped with medical clinics in remote 
areas, and has engaged in film ministry, training, evangelism 
and church planting. He seeks to empower Indian peoples by 
encouraging and equipping evangelists and creating com-
munity-based sewing centers to help teenagers, widows and 
women earn money with dignity and respect. He works holis-
tically to forward his work evangelically.

Lebanese Meal — Lebanon

This photo shows a typical meal in Lebanon, where CBF 
field personnel Chaouki and Maha Boulos serve. Chaouki 
and Maha serve through evangelism, leadership training and 
refugee aid. Their multi-faceted ministry includes support 
for local pastors to start new ministries in the Middle East; 
support to multiple orphanages in Lebanon; support to pro-
vide food items that are difficult to acquire such as beef, eggs, 
milk, cheese and cereal, as well as clothing and shoes; and 
serving poor and struggling Christian families in Lebanon 
through food and medical emergency assistance.

Village Well — Ethiopia

This village in Ethiopia received safe drinking water because 
of this well being drilled, one of the multifaceted ministries of 
CBF field personnel David and Merrie Harding, who served 
five years in the Middle East before David became CBF’s 
coordinator for international disaster response. The drink-
ing water crisis, extreme poverty and recurring drought in 
Ethiopia are ongoing disasters that he addresses through the 
“Water is Life” program. David represents CBF on the Baptist 
World Aid Committee of the Baptist World Alliance and in 
the Baptist Relief and Development Network. In Ethiopia, 
CBF constructs new wells and repairs dilapidated pumps 
to make clean drinking water available for community use. 
Access to safe drinking water improves health and saves time 
and energy particularly for women and girls. 



Hurricane Katrina — Louisiana

When disasters like Hurricane Katrina occur, the victims need 
immediate and long-term help to recover. CBF field personnel 
David Harding provides leadership for CBF to build alliances 
with local churches and other partners to develop a coordi-
nated response based on available resources and the needs 
of communities. The objective is to transition quickly from 
disaster response to long-term transformational development, 
particularly among the most vulnerable. Since extreme pov-
erty is often an underlying challenge that preceded the event 
and impacts the response, CBF enables community action by 
forming Sustainable Living Teams among the most vulnerable 
members of the affected communities. 

Baptist World Alliance Worship Service — Durban, South 
Africa

This multicultural worship experience at the Baptist World 
Alliance Congress in South Africa illustrates the joy of the 
world’s people coming together in beloved community. CBF 
has been an active participant in this global movement of 
Baptists since receiving membership in 2003.

Refuge and Hope Ministry — Kampala, Uganda

This refugee cello player is from Somalia. She graduated from 
the Refuge and Hope Ministry program and subsequently 
earned a music degree from a local university. Refuge and 
Hope International serves the urban refugee community in 
Kampala, the capital city of Uganda, which is located in East 
Africa. CBF field personnel Jade and Shelah Acker and Missy 
Ward-Angalla serve in Kampala, where Missy is the refugee 
women’s advocacy coordinator. She and the team at Refugee 
and Hope minister among more than 1,000 urban refugees 
from 10 countries, working to holistically empower them and 
walking alongside them as they rebuild their lives. This min-
istry serves more than 1,000 people annually. Missy began 
a program at Refuge and Hope called Amani Sasa, which 
ministers with refugee women and girls who are traumatized, 
abused, trafficked and vulnerable to exploitation. Amani Sasa 
features a shelter recovery program for young women who 
have faced severe trauma and exploitation, a school sponsor-
ship program for vulnerable children, two vocational training 
programs for women at risk, self-help community groups that 
assist women to save, support and disciple one another, as 
well as a social work ministry for refugees in crisis. Sewing 
classes enables students to sell products in a local community 
market. This helps the graduates become self-sustainable.  



Church Start Easter Worship Service — Ghana

Church starting through CBF is both a domestic and inter-
national outreach. CBF field personnel typically work with 
local Christians to begin new congregations and to strengthen 
existing congregations.

Ruth School — Bucharest, Romania

A Romany girl eats lunch at the Ruth School, a CBF Engage-
ment Partner. This former student now has grown up and is 
a young woman. The Ruth School is part of a larger outreach 
called Project Ruth, which has been in operation more than 
25 years. The Ruth School provides education to children of 
Roma families living in poverty, Project Ruth also includes 
the Gypsy Smith School for training Roma pastors and the 
Naomi Women’s Center for counseling and sewing training 
among Roma women. As CBF field personnel Ralph and 
Tammy Stocks minister among the Romany, they look for 
unique ways to share the gospel and encourage Romany to 
work among their own people. Distinguished by their dark 
hair and complexion, Roma are a minority in Hungary and 
often experience discrimination. Most live in poverty, and 
their opportunities for employment and education are limit-
ed. 

Roma Boy — Slovakia

CBF field personnel Tanya and Jon Parks serve among the 
Roma community in Košice, Slovakia. Despite their status 
as Europe’s largest ethnic minority group, many Roma — es-
pecially in Slovakia and other Eastern European countries 
— experience  discrimination and live in generational cycles 
of poverty and dependence. Jon and Tanya believe education 
and the gospel can make the biggest difference in forming a 
new future for Roma communities. Through teaching English 
and leading clubs at a school for Roma children and teaching 
English classes around the city and region, Jon and Tanya 
provide opportunities for Roma to gain skills that help lift 
them out of cycles of poverty and oppression. 


