
There was an old Russian 
exhibition at the world’s fair. The 
title of the exhibit was “World 
Peace,” and it featured a large 
cage in which a lamb and a 
Russian wolf were living together 
peacefully, a living witness to 
Isaiah’s vision of the wolf and the 
lamb lying down together in the 
peaceable kingdom. The exhibit 
was impressive, needless to say, 
attracting a lot of attention, and 
somebody ultimately asked the 
Russian curator, “How do you do 
it? How do you get them to live 
peaceably together?” To which the 
curator replied, “Oh, it is really very 
simple: we replace the lamb every 
morning.”  1

Making sheep disposable is one 
way to find peace… not justice, but 
peace… but the Good Shepherd 
isn’t willing to replace the sheep 
each morning. The Good 
Shepherd doesn’t make the lowly 
disposable. The Good Shepherd 
knows what its like to be 
considered disposable for the sake 
of peace. After all he was led to the 
slaughter. He was rejected. He 
was the rejected stone that 
became the cornerstone. And 

through this we see the pattern of 
rejection to redemption— and the 
promise that this can be our story 
too. 

Our story today in Acts 4 is the 
continuation of a story that begins 
in Acts 3. Peter and John had been 
going up to the temple for prayer in 
the afternoon. There they met a 
man unable to walk from birth. 
People would lay him down at the 
Beautiful Gate each day so that he 
could ask for alms from the people 
going to the Temple to pray. This 
physically disabled man asked 
Peter and John for money and he 
got more than he bargained for. 
Peter looked intently at him. Peter 
told the man, “Look at us.” Look at 
us. We are already seeing the 
transformation of the disciples. No 
longer are they in hiding, but now 
they are calling the world to look at 
them and through them see the 
Christ, the Spirit who is present in 
them. Look at us— “Silver and 
gold have I none, but what I do 
have I give to you; in the name of 
Jesus the Christ of Nazareth, 
stand up and walk.” Peter took him 
by the hand and raised him up to 
new life. The man walked and 
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jumped into the Temple praising 
God… entering places in the 
Temple he would not have been 
allowed to enter with his previous 
disability. But, now he had not only 
been strengthened and healed; he 
has been restored to community. 
Since this was a busy area it didn’t 
go unnoticed. A crowd began to 
gather astonished at what had 
happened. Peter began to preach 
to them, telling them about the one 
who gives them the power to be 
raised to new life. While Peter and 
John were speaking to the people, 
the priests, the captain of the 
Temple police, and the Sadducees 
came to them annoyed because of 
their teaching that in Jesus there is 
a resurrection of the dead. So they 
took Peter and John into custody. 

Now, remember there is a great 
debate going on in Judaism at this 
time. The Sadducees were the 
conservatives of the day who clung 
to the law of Moses. They stuck to 
the original scriptures— the first 5, 
the torah. In the teaching of Moses 
there is no resurrection of the 
dead. The sadducees and the 
priests of this time did not believe 
in a resurrection of the dead. The 
pharisees did. The pharisees were 
a people’s movement. And the 
people were a little more 
syncretistic… picking up cues from 

cultures surrounding them. One of 
these cues is the notion of an 
afterlife. Now, there are the seeds 
of the idea of afterlife in the books 
of Moses, but it is not really found 
within Judaism until much later. 
The Pharisees believed in a 
resurrection of the dead that would 
happen on the glorious day of the 
Lord. The Messiah would come 
from on high— the Mt. of Olives. 
And he would march down from 
the mount and enter the temple. 
This is why in Jerusalem today 
there is an ancient Jewish 
graveyard between the Mt. Of 
Olives and the entrance to the 
Temple there. That was believed to 
be the first place resurrection 
would begin so if you wanted to be 
“first up” that’s the place to be 
buried. 

The Sadducees and the priests 
didn’t want to hear anything about 
this new teaching, this non-biblical 
teaching. They were constantly 
arguing and fighting with the 
Pharisees over resurrection. So 
here when they have the 
opportunity, they arrest Peter and 
John for teaching this heresy and 
inciting public unrest. They are 
brought before the high priest and 
others of the high priestly family. 
These judges asked Peter and 
John, “By what power or what 
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name did you do this?” Peter 
replies, “[Look at us,] If we are 
being questioned because of a 
good deed… let it be known this 
man has been made well by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead.” And Peter 
quotes from Psalm 118, the last 
psalm recited at Passover, “The 
Stone that was rejected… has 
become the cornerstone.” It’s a 
psalm Jesus had quoted before to 
his disciples. 

Peter is speaking from experience. 
This isn’t just some cognitive 
exercise— regurgitating what he 
learned from his teacher. This is 
his experience too. Jesus is the 
stone who was rejected that 
became the cornerstone. Simon 
Peter is the Rock who rejected 
Jesus… denied even knowing 
Jesus three times. And after doing 
so the rock on which the church 
was to be built rejected himself. 
And yet when Jesus is raised he 
goes to Peter… and he says, 
“Rocky [that’s my own translation], 
do you love me?” Feed my sheep. 
This isn’t the same old rock. He 
was rejected and restored. This is 
what God does. At Easter we learn 
that God is making all things new 
through the resurrection power set 
loose in Christ. Old rocks are new 

cornerstones. Lone sheep are 
brought into the fold. Those 
thought to be disposable are the 
foundations of a new community. 
God isn’t making all new things, 
but making all things new.

When Peter finishes his speech… 
the authorities are stunned. V. 13 
says they recognized them as 
“uneducated and ordinary men.” 
The Greek literally says: “a-
grammatical and idiotic.” What a 
funny scene here. The assumption 
is that the true power lies in the 
judges of Israel— the high priest 
and his family. But, the powerless 
idiots have a power the priests 
can’t understand. What is it that 
has transformed these ordinary 
people into something 
extraordinary? These are 
fisherman healing people at the 
gates of the Temple. Look at them. 
They are proclaiming: Salvation— 
or really the word is “Healing”— 
comes from no other, Jesus of 
Nazareth. Behind any healing is 
the Spirit of Christ willing it into 
being. 

The Celtic poet John Phillip Newell 
tells a story of being brushed by an 
eagle’s wing. He was hiking up an 
gully in New Mexico, and as he 
bent down to pass under a fallen 
pine tree, an eagle swooped 
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toward the earth with a rabbit in 
her talons. Either the eagle had not 
noticed John or was so intent on 
the catch that it didn’t care. So 
John and the eagle met under the 
tree’s fallen trunk, and the eagle’s 
strong feathered-wing flapped 
John’s left arm. Throughout the 
history of the church the eagle was 
a symbol for John the beloved 
disciple. John is the one pictured 
sitting next to Jesus at the Last 
Supper leaning upon him; hearing 
the heartbeat of the Christ. Like 
the eagle John sees from on high
— sees all— sees the unity we 
miss. John hears the heartbeat of 
the Christ within all creation. It’s 
this vision; this ability to notice and 
respond that sets the disciples 
apart and gives them the power of 
the resurrection in their lives. Peter 
and John see the man at the gate. 
The love of Christ is found not just 
in the historical Jesus, but after the 
resurrection this love is loose in 
the world. The love of Christ is 
found and shared throughout the 
world in moments like this were 
healing happens in unexpected 
places. The Good Shepherd still 
shows up for his sheep to bring 
them together in a fold of grace. 
Maybe you’ve seen it happen. 

This week Southwest Flight 1380 
began having engine trouble 

twenty minutes into a flight from 
New York to Dallas. An engine 
exploded and sent shrapnel 
careening toward the plane 
crashing through a window at row 
14. Jennifer Rioridan seated at the 
window there was sucked halfway 
out. Hollie, the professor, in the 
aisle seat grabbed her around the 
waist immediately trying to pull her 
back from the window. The plane 
was falling like a roll coaster from 
the sky. As it leveled out, a rancher 
named Tim who was a mountain of 
a man— well over six feet and 
accustomed to wrangling cattle 
grabbed on to Jennifer to keep her 
from being sucked out completely. 
Next, Andrew, a firefighter from 
Celina came to join Tim in 
wrestling Jennifer back into the 
plane. They pulled her on to the 
seats in front of the window as 
Andrew put his back against the 
window to cover the gapping hole. 
He began to give her CPR. As he 
started Peggy, the nurse, came to 
relieve him in doing CPR. She 
continued to provide care to the 
wounded for the next 20 minutes 
until the plane was on the ground 
and the paramedics arrived. 
Jennifer didn’t make it. Still, 
consider all this courage in one 
plane— The professor, the 
cowboy, the firefighter and the 
nurse. Not to mention the pilot who 
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safely landed the plane; and the 
attendants walking up and down 
the aisle making sure everyone 
had oxygen. Aren’t these just 
ordinary people? As she was 
standing in line at the terminal to 
wash the blood off of her hands 
and rest a moment after that 
terrifying flight…a fellow passenger 
told nurse Peggy that her shoe 
was untied. Immediately the 
stranger bent down and tied 
Peggy’s shoe.  2

If there’s that much courage in a in 
a random selection of passengers 
on a flight, perhaps we have more 
than enough in this world to bring 
about the healing Peter talks 
about. There’s more than enough 
here for us to do what they did… 
stand up and bring others along 
with us. No one is disposable. We 
need all the professors, cowboys, 
firefighters, nurses and pilots. We 
need all the disciples willing to 
listen deeply to the heartbeat of 
Christ deep within creation. And no 
one needs to be sacrificed so that 
we can have peace without justice. 
There’s enough courage driven by 
love to cover us. Maybe we don’t 
know were to begin, but we have 
the cornerstone to build upon. 
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