
It’s still Easter. And it’s still dark. 
The disciples were gathered 
together in a house that evening… 
the evening of resurrection day. 
They feared that they would be 
next. And Jesus came to them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” And he 
showed them his hands and his 
sides… they knew him by his 
wounds. He breathes on them and 
they receive the Holy Spirit. Once 
again… as in Genesis… the breath 
of the Holy One brings life. 
Scarcity is turned to abundance. 
Old clay becomes new flesh. But, 
one of the 11 remaining disciples 
wasn’t there. And he was having 
trouble believing that this man who 
was dead is now alive again. After 
all once one is proclaimed dead it’s 
very difficult to convince anyone 
otherwise. 

A Romanian man named 
Constantin Reliu has been having 
a tough year. He’s having trouble 
convincing the authorities in 
Romania that he is alive. He was 
declared dead in 2003. His 
estranged wife hadn’t heard from 
him in decades so she assumed 
he was dead. Constantin was 
deported from Turkey earlier this 

year where he had been living 
since the 1990s. He was 
interrogated for six hours before 
customs officials would let him into 
the country. The strangest thing is 
that because of a filing error, a 
Romanian court rejected his bid to 
get his death certificate 
overturned. Despite the fact that 
he appeared in person to plead his 
case. He was banned from Turkey. 
Banned from having a life in 
Romania. He can’t find a place in 
this world. He says he feels like a 
“living Ghost”.  The skeptics and 1

doubters are out there. Who can 
blame them for not doubting 
death’s predictable power?

A week later the disciples are back 
together behind closed doors. 
Notice, it doesn’t say that it was 
dark. Things are changing. Could it 
be that the disciples are beginning 
to come out of the darkness just a 
week after the resurrection. 
Darkness in the Gospel of John 
means something… it’s like a 
subliminal message to us… a 
literary device to tell us that the 
characters in this scene are 
ignorant to what is happening… 
they are “in the dark”, so to speak.
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Thomas, the twin, was not there 
that first night. The poet Denise 
Levertov says, “Thomas was 
called ‘the Twin’ because he is my 
twin.” He is our stand-in. His doubt 
is our doubt, and the question for 
us is whether or not his faith will be 
our faith too. Everybody doubts, 
but not everybody believes. 
Thomas says he won’t believe 
unless he sees the mark of the 
nails in Jesus’ hands and puts his 
finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side. That’s how he 
will know it’s Jesus. Us too, it turns 
out. 

Thomas was with them now and 
Jesus came and stood among 
them and said once again, “Peace 
be with you.” And surely by this 
time they replied, “And also with 
you.” Jesus turned to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my 
hands… Don’t doubt. Believe.” 
Thomas replied, “My Lord and my 
God.” This is the moment the one 
known for doubting gives the most 
profound profession of faith in 
scripture. It was the experience of 
the living Christ that changed 
everything for Thomas. It was the 
signs of resurrection that brought 
him out of the dark and into the 
light. 

New Testament scholar Jamie 
Clarke-Soles makes the brilliant 
observation that in Thomas we see 
a pattern of discipleship that goes 
back to the beginning of John’s 
gospel. One person encounters 
Jesus. They share that encounter 
with someone else who has their 
doubts. Then that person 
experiences Jesus on their own 
and then becomes persuaded to 
share the news about Jesus with 
someone else. “Andrew tells Peter. 
Philip tells Nathanael. The 
Samaritan woman tells the 
townspeople. “Come and see” is 
the refrain.”  Mary encounters 2

Jesus in the garden outside the 
tomb. She tells the disciples who 
don’t know what to make of it until 
they have their own encounter with 
Jesus. They tell Thomas who has 
his doubts. Finally, Thomas 
encounters the risen Christ. And 
Jesus tells him blessed are those 
who hear and believe. There’s a 
testimony here to us. And it’s not 
that we should never doubt… 
Doubt has its benefits. Doubts 
don’t mean the absence of faith. 
Doubt is a part of faith. The 
question is really about getting the 
right formula— the right mix of 
doubt and faith— so that we can 
hang in there until we have an 
encounter with Christ that moves 
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us into a new relationship with 
God. 

In this new relationship we see 
something strange emerge. The 
old debts don’t count… they’re 
forgotten. The bible tells us Jesus 
is risen therefore we are forgiven. 
Then in the book of Acts we see 
the way the disciples lived together
— everything they owned was held 
in common and there was not a 
needy person among them. And 
with great power they gave their 
witness to resurrection life. 
Forgiveness and generosity are 
signs of resurrection. But really, 
forgiveness is a result of 
generosity. Giving generously and 
living abundant life creates the 
possibility for forgiveness. If you 
see the world as abundant. Then 
forgiveness is a part of your vision.

The old debt has been paid. And 
the new Lord has no interest in 
collecting on some old debt. That 
debt is a world away.Yet, so often 
even we who recognize 
forgiveness have trouble accepting 
it and living it. And so we cling to 
old shame that keeps us tied to the 
world as it was instead of the new 
world, the Kingdom of God, Jesus 
invites us into. John’s gospel and 
in the New Testament suggest 
abundant living as the reaction to 

encounters with resurrection. 
Abundant living isn’t some grand 
promise from prosperity preachers 
on TV; it’s life lived with the marks 
of resurrection upon us. 
Resurrection power unleashes the 
abundance of God’s world into the 
narrow scarcity within which we 
live and move and try to have our 
being. Abundant life assumes 
God’s generosity, assumes the 
world is a place of plenty, 
abundant life assumes there is 
forgiveness, assumes there is 
hope. 

The result of experiencing the 
living Christ as Thomas did IS the 
scene in Acts 4 — IE abundant 
living. Living that spills over the 
boundaries of life and death. Living 
marked by generosity. That’s living 
resurrection life in the new world 
coming into being through Jesus. 
Sometimes simply practicing these 
exercises of abundant life forms us 
and shapes us for resurrection life 
now. 

John Rockefeller was a shrewd 
businessman. By the time he was 
23 he had become a millionaire…
and that was in 1862! By the time 
he was 50 he had become the first 
billionaire in the world. Every move 
he made, every decision he made, 
every friend he made from the time 
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he started working as a teenager 
was a part of a plan to make 
money.

By the time he was in his fifties he 
had worked himself to death.  His 
entire body was racked with pain 
and he lost all the hair on his head. 
The only foods he could digest 
were milk and crackers. His 
doctors predicted he would die 
within a year. 

As he approached death he awoke 
one morning remembering a 
dream from that night. He could 
barely recall the dream but knew it 
had something to do with not being 
able to take any of his successes 
with him into the next world. The 
man who could control the 
business world suddenly realized 
he was not in in control of his own 
life. He called his attorneys, 
accountants, and managers and 
announced that he wanted to 
channel his assets to hospitals, 
research, and mission work. That 
day John Rockefeller established 
his foundation. 

This new direction eventually led to 
the discovery of penicillin, cures for 
current strains of malaria, 
tuberculosis and diphtheria. The 
list of discoveries resulting from his 
choice is enormous.  But perhaps 

the most amazing part of 
Rockefeller’s story is the result 
generosity had on his life. He was 
changed. Not just in mind or spirit. 
His body’s chemistry was altered 
so significantly that he got better. 
Though it looked as if he would die 
at 53 he lived to be 98. 

Rockefeller counted the value of 
everything in his life. But, it wasn’t 
until he looked beyond the veil of 
death that he came to see a whole 
new value system, one based on 
the abundance of God. 

Learning how and where to invest 
our lives is the most important 
decision we will make. What are 
we doing with our days? How can 
we see the marks of resurrection 
on our lives? Perhaps, we, like 
Thomas, need to begin noticing 
the generosity around us. 

Covenant Church in Carrolton, 
TX is a large church with a a lot 
of resources. Usually, leading up 
to Easter Sunday, the church 
spends about $100,000 to 
promote their services. This 
year, they decided to take that 
money and spend it differently. 
During their Easter services last 
Sunday, the pastor revealed that 
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the congregation spent $10 
million to help over 4,000 
families by relieving their 
medical debt. The money first 
went to local veterans who were 
suffering injuries caused by war. 
After every veteran in the 20-
mile radius of each campus was 
covered, the rest went to other 
families.  The church’s goal was 3

to imitate the gracious love of 
Jesus made known at the cross. 
The old debts are gone; there’s a  
new Lord.

I heard a story this week about a 
woman named Mary. Mary’s mom 
was in the hospital with stage IV 
ovarian cancer, and she was 
holding down two jobs to support 
her family, working all day and 
sleeping in the hospital at night. 
One morning as she was heading 
to her first job her car spun out on 
some black ice and hit the 
guardrail. She was scared, but just 
kept going— as she was slowing 
down at an intersection, the car 
behind her tapped her bumper. 
Mary got out and saw that the 
guardrail had smashed in the front 
of the car on the driver's side. She 
was so dazed with fear, stress, and 
exhaustion, she almost stepped 
right into traffic. 

She told the other driver not to 
worry about fixing the back 
bumper, but he insisted, telling her 
his friend owned a body shop. A 
few days afterward, they met to 
talk about the details. It was late at 
night because Mary had just 
finished her second shift. The guy 
asked why she was working so 
much, so she told him; he said to 
drop off the car and pick it up in 
two days. After just a two days she 
came back and the entire car had 
been painted and buffed, and the 
front was fixed. He'd done the 
work himself. Mary asked how 
much it would all cost, but he just 
said, "You're a good person. Have 
a happy Valentine's Day.”  4

Sometimes the risen Christ finds 
us even when we’ve locked 
ourselves in rooms of grief and 
despair. In a daze from anxiety and 
exhaustion, Christ comes with 
open hands and generosity 
follows. 

My kids go to a school that is the 
hearing impairment magnet for 
NEISD. So they learn some sign 
language. I don’t know much of it, 
but I do know the sign for Jesus. 
Heaving impaired people have a 
peculiar sign for Jesus that comes 
from this story of Thomas in the 
bible. The left middle finger 
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touches the right palm, and the 
right middle finger touches the left 
palm. Jesus is the one with 
wounded hands. But, not just 
wounded hands— open hands too. 
We know him through his wounds. 
We are healed and made whole by 
his open hands giving generously 
of his own abundant life. 
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