
There isn’t much backstory here in 
Mark. Jesus shows up walking 
along the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. He is proclaiming the good 
news of the Kingdom of God— not 
just that there is such a thing, but 
that the time is up. It’s here. Now. 
Turn around. Believe. This 
message produces instant results. 
Simon and his brother Andrew are 
fishing when Jesus tells them, 
“Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of people.” And they 
followed. He saw James and John 
in their boat mending nets. He 
called them and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat to 
follow Jesus. He just shows up. 
Jesus is in the crowd baptized by 
John the baptist at the beginning of 
this chapter. Now, Jesus bursts on 
the scene after John is handed 
over. No doubt, the language here 
(“Handed over”) foreshadows the 
fate of Jesus.

We probably have a common 
image in our heads. These hard-
working men fished for hours. 
They were the blue collar workers 
of their day. They took home what 
they need to feed their family, and 
sold the rest in the local market. 

That’s not how it worked. The 
global economy of the day would 
not allow it. All fishing in Jesus’ day 
had become state-regulated for the 
benefit of the urban elite—either 
Greeks or Romans who had 
settled in Palestine following 
military conquest or those with 
connections to Herod’s family. You 
could only fish in the Sea of 
Galilee if you had purchased a 
state-regulated fishing lease. 
These were typically given to 
“kinship cooperatives” where 
families would work together— like 
we see with Andrew and Simon 
and the Zebedees. The state taxed 
the fish, as well as the processing 
and transport of the fish. And all 
this was done from Tiberius, the 
new city, built by Herod in honor of 
the new Emperor of Rome. 
Tiberius was built on the coast of 
the Sea of Galilee so that Rome 
would have a direct hand in 
everything that went into and out of 
the Sea of Galilee. Most of the fish 
didn’t even stay in the region… it 
was salted and turned into a fish 
sauce that was sent to all corners 
of the Roman world.1
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Fishing was a hard life. The 
Roman poet Cicero called “fishers” 
one of the most shameful 
occupations. An Egyptian writing 
from ancient times says, “The 
fisher is more miserable than any 
other profession.” Fishing was a 
miserable life. They had to do 
whatever it took everyday to scrap 
by. Because they were told in no 
uncertain terms by the culture, by 
the system, that they were nothing. 
They were worth less than the fish 
sauce they produced. There was 
no space for them in Rome’s 
Israel… no place for them in this 
once Promised Land. 

Then comes Jesus walking along 
the shore. Tiberius is being built at 
this time. There would have been a 
lot of work for a carpenter there. 
It’s not a stretch to think that he 
might have come up from 
Nazareth (15 miles away) to work 
there. I wonder if he met fishermen 
there. He might have had an inside 
view of what the Romans and 
Herod Antipas was doing. He 
would have seen the exploitation 
firsthand… maybe a foreman of 
the crew began beating a hired 
hand. He would have thought to 
himself: where have I seen this 
before? Perhaps memories from 
his childhood would come to mind
— of stories he heard at passover

— about why his people came up 
out of Egypt. Of Moses striking 
down the foreman who beat his 
fellow slave, then he running to the 
wilderness to hide. But, Jesus has 
already faced the wilderness. So 
picture him walking off the worksite 
in Tiberias saying over his 
shoulder, “The time is up. The 
Kingdom of God is here.” So he 
walks along the shore sharing this 
good news that the Kingdom of 
God is invading the present. We’ve 
spent so much time hoping for it, 
waiting for it. We’ve missed the 
ways it invades the now. 

But, what is this kingdom that 
Jesus announces? It’s not a place. 
That’s why it’s probably better to 
think of it as the “Reign of God.” 
It’s probably limiting to say it is a 
reign or a certain social order. 
Some have taken to saying the 
“Kinship of God”… which is a 
powerful statement about the 
nature of the Kingdom. We are in a 
season of the church where we 
think about and learn about who 
Jesus is and what the Jesus 
movement is about. At it’s deepest, 
it’s about belonging. It’s the deep 
need to belong that gets Andrew 
and Simon off the boat. It’s the call 
to belong and be known that leads 
James and John to leave their 
father behind in the boat. 
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Kinship, community, and belonging 
are not just touchy-feely hopes for 
human interaction. They are our 
deep-seated needs. It turns out 
that recent research into loneliness 
has made some surprising 
discoveries. We all know that 
smoking can kill you. We know that 
unhealthy eating habits will kill you. 
But, evidently it’s much more 
dangerous to eat at McDonald’s 
alone. Loneliness is a serious 
health risk. The increased mortality 
risk of loneliness is comparable to 
that from smoking and about twice 
as dangerous as obesity. 
Loneliness and isolation impair our 
immune system and increase the 
likelihood of arthritis, type II 
diabetes, and heart disease. In the 
1980’s surveys found that 20% of 
adults said they were lonely. Today 
that number is 40%.  Social media 2

and online connection isn’t helping. 
It’s actually hurting. A survey of 
Facebook users found that the less 
time you spend on Facebook the 
happier you are throughout the 
day; the more time you spend on it 
the less happy and more isolated 
you feel.  A researcher at the 3

University of Chicago argues that 
we are a social species— we 
aren’t strengthened by our rugged 
individualism but by our ability to 
plan, communicate, and work 

together. He says, “To grow to 
adulthood … is not to become 
autonomous and solitary, it’s to 
become the one on whom others 
can depend.”  That’s how we have 4

been created. We have been 
created in the image of a social, 
Trinitarian God. 

You’ve just heard all the data and 
numbers. Now think about your 
own experience. At lonely 
moments or places in our lives we 
don’t always make the best 
decisions, do we? I know for me, in 
periods of my life where I have 
been isolated from my closest 
friends or my family I was more 
likely to eat or drink whatever. 
More likely to not work out. More 
likely to make excuses for myself. 
Why? Because in those moments 
no one relied on me. For me, 
church has been a place that has 
always held me to a higher 
standard— that has called me to 
be my best self. This is where I 
have been accepted, loved, and 
learned of God’s unending 
compassion. That’s what has 
helped me through loneliness in 
the past. 

Dan Jean was telling me earlier 
this week about walking in the 
MLK march this past Monday with 
the 300,000 or so people there. He 
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said there was something powerful 
about walking together and how he 
went up and shook hands with a 
stranger on the side of the road… 
greeting each other as if they were 
neighbors. He said, “I can still feel 
his hand on mine.” Our lives are 
shaped by tender moments of 
kinship. Moments that reminds us 
where we belong. Moments were 
we find the Kingdom of God 
breaking into our lives.

Marge Crocker gave me a book 
last week by Gregory Boyle. 
Gregory is a priest who runs a 
large gang prevention and 
rehabilitation program in downtown 
LA. It’s called Homeboy Industries. 
Homeboy is an entrepreneurial 
enterprise of non-profit initiatives 
aimed at reforming lives and 
creating opportunity. One of their 
initiatives is the Homegirl Cafè 
where women with criminal 
records from rival gangs work as 
waitresses. At lunch Homegirl Cafè 
is often packed with celebrities. 
Jim Carrey shows up every now 
and then. Joe Biden showed up a 
few years ago unexpectedly with 
the whole motorcade that comes 
with the VP. Gregory was out of 
town at the time. Afterward, a 
waitress was telling Greg about it 
saying, “While you were gone we 
were visited by an MVP.” “Do you 

mean a VIP,” Greg asked. “Yeah. 
That one,” she said. “Imagine, G: 
here at homeboy, we were visited 
by the Vice President of the United 
States…. Mick Romney.”

The actress Diane Keaton came 
into the Homegirl Cafè once and 
was greeted by her waitress 
Glenda. Glenda is a rough looking 
woman covered in tattoos who had 
just finished a long stint in a 
California state prison. Glenda 
doesn’t know who Diane Keaton is. 
She hands the movie star a menu 
and Keaton asks her what she 
recommends. Glenda rattles off 
some suggestions and Keaton 
picks one. Then something 
suddenly dawns on Glenda. “Wait 
a minute,” she says as she waves 
her finger at Diane Keaton. “I feel 
like I know you. Like… maybe 
we’ve met.” The actress quickly 
and humbly tries to deflect the 
attention. “Oh… I suppose… I 
have one of those faces… that 
people think they’ve seen before.” 
Glenda bursts out: “No… wait… 
now I know… We were locked up 
together!” Oscar winning actress. 
Waitress with attitude. That’s the 
kinship of God. The love that 
overcomes the boundaries.  The 5

call that beckons us to leave the 
boat.
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I think this is one of the greatest 
callings of the church in the 21st 
century. To make the Kinship of 
God known to all. Fighting 
loneliness, calling out belong. And 
in doing so we will be saving lives. 
But, this is more than just fitting in. 
The kind of belonging we are 
talking about here—kinship of God
—this is more than fitting in to 
church or some program or polite 
society. Remember, Jesus came to 
fishers— those whom we typically 
avert our eyes. The kinship of God 
isn’t about fitting in. It is about 
knowing you belong. You belong to 
God. You belong to yourself. You 
are loved. You don’t need to find 
acceptance or belonging outside of 
what God is doing within you. This 
is the kind of deep belonging that 
says, “You can leave your father in 
the boat.” You don’t need his 
approval anymore. You belong. 
The kingdom or the kin-dom, 
however you want to say it is more 
of a movement than a dot on a 
map. We can help people to find 
how they belong by helping them 
find their voice, calling out 
giftedness, and reminding the 
world of original blessing. That is 
that before the bible speaks of 
original sin there is original 
blessing— God says what God 
has created is good. 

Belonging is more than fitting in. 
The Kinship of God is more than 
finding people like you to reinforce 
your own biases. That’s just 
getting lost in the crowd— and 
God has created each of us to be 
one of a kind. There’s great risk 
and great reward to following the 
call to find out what that means. 

The popular speaker, writer and 
sociologist Brene Brown wrote a 
book last year about belonging. 
She wrote it in response to a quote 
she found that always bothered 
her from one of her heroes. Maya 
Angelou said in an interview: “You 
are only free when you realize you 
belong no place—you belong 
every place—no place at all. The 
price is high. The reward is great.”  6

When Brene first heard that she 
thought it was wrong and 
wondered what kind of world that 
would be. She couldn’t accept the 
idea of belonging no where as 
freedom. But, that’s the truth 
exposed when the James and 
John leave their father in the boat. 
That’s the truth that causes Jesus 
to leave Nazareth.  

There’s a great temptation to rest 
once we have found our people or 
our place. But, it’s only a matter of 
time until that place or those 
people let us down. We belong to 
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everyone, we belong to no one. 
We belong everywhere; we belong 
no where. Bound and free. St. 
Augustine said to God, “Our hearts 
are restless until they rest in you.” 
The gospel is an invitation to 
belong within the movement of 
God. Jesus never says where he is 
going; he just says to follow. No 
one can tell you where to belong. 
Because it’s not a place. Belong to 
yourself. Belong to God. Belong to 
what God is making you to be. We 
try so hard to belong. We place our 
trust and allegiance on something 
less than the kingdom of God. 
Even the best church, that perfect 
church, is made up of humans. It’s 
so fragile. But, in this vulnerable 
state there is great strength. 
Because, in weakness God’s Spirit 
gives us strength— strength to 
leave the boat and follow where 
Jesus calls us to go. And leaving 
everything we find where God calls 
us to belong. 
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