
Trust, know, believe, see, a place
— the words that make up this 
passage are words of comfort. In 
difficult times trust is scarce… 
knowledge is doubtful… we don’t 
know what to believe… we can’t 
see what is next… and we long for 
a place where we feel secure. The 
disciples don’t know it yet, but they 
know the way. The way of Christ is 
being engrained in them as they 
follow him on the path. And while 
it’s true that they don’t make it all 
the way to the cross, they do find 
the way again. Knowing and 
believing are relational. While, at 
this moment the disciples might 
not be able to articulate what 
exactly the way of Christ is this 
way is being engrained in them. 
Second nature. What they see is 
becoming what they do. They are 
becoming more and more like the 
One they are learning to love. 
Sometimes we know more than we 
think we do. 

My friend Kevin was notoriously 
terrible with directions. I’ve told you 
about my friend Kevin before; he’s 
been with us in worship before. We 
lived on the same street; went to 
the same High School. Growing up 

in Richardson/Garland area 
outside Dallas, Kevin could barely 
make it home from school without 
me saying, “Wait! Turn here.” I 
would direct him step by step 
wherever we went. If not, we would 
end up lost. Except when he was 
coming from one place. His mom 
owned a teaching supply store in 
Garland; we both worked there 
after school and in the summers. 
For some reason, if Kevin was 
going some place from the store 
he would be able to find his way. 
For some reason he was able to 
navigate from the store to 
anywhere else in the city — to 
church, to school, to home, to eat 
somewhere. Those journeys were 
just so well engrained he didn’t 
have to think about it. 

Philosopher James Smith says he 
knew his hometown of Embro, 
Canada by heart. But, if you were 
to drive through there (for some 
reason) in 1984 and you just 
happened to see him outside the 
Highland Restaurant trying to 
master some freestyle BMX moves  
and you asked him, “Excuse me 
son, could you tell me where St. 
Andrews Street is?” Despite the 

�1

Easter 5+


“One the Way to the Path” 
John 14:1-7

Garrett Vickrey

5.14.17

Woodland Baptist Church

San Antonio, TX




fact that he would have been 13 
and had lived there his whole life 
he wouldn’t have been able to tell 
you. He says, “Because the way I 
know Embro is not the kind of 
knowledge that you find on a map. 
I learned this town on the ground, 
from the bottom up. I learned 
Embro as someone who lived in it, 
not by looking at it or reflecting on 
it.”  Learning street names and 1

directions is an abstract sort of 
knowledge; “Map knowledge is for 
a spectator, not an inhabitant,” 
Smith says. 

The disciples wanted map 
knowledge of where Jesus is 
going. They didn’t really 
understand what they had. They 
had inhabitant knowledge. They 
had a deeper knowing. They were 
learning to love the right things; 
and in that knowledge they were 
already on the way to the path. 

First and foremost, this is a 
passage of comfort. Jesus is about 
to go. He knows his time is coming
— when he would be arrested and 
then executed by the political and 
religious authorities. John 14 
marks the beginning of Jesus’ 
farewell discourse to his disciples. 
These are words of instruction and 
comfort for his community of 
disciples before he goes. It’s kind 

of like a graduation speech. The 
disciples are worried they don’t 
know enough. Thomas says, “Lord 
we don’t know where you are 
going. How can we know the way.” 
Philip says, “Show us the Father; 
that will be enough. Basically, to 
both of these Jesus responds— 
you have seen me; you have 
known me. What Jesus begins to 
explain is the connection between 
he and the Father. But, that’s not 
something that can really be 
abstracted into map knowledge. 
It’s relational. 

And yet it’s this relational 
knowledge that has too often been 
used for a sort of Christian 
triumphalism that doesn’t match 
the compassion and care of Jesus’ 
words to his disciples in this very 
passage. Christians have pointed 
to this passage to tell the world 
that Jesus is “the way, the truth 
and the life” and all other ways 
lead to hell. But, there’s a problem 
with this method of witness. First, if 
you don’t have a relationship with 
Christ why would you care that he 
says that he is the way, the truth 
and the life. If you aren’t a 
Christian, why would you care 
what the bible says? We must find 
better ways to witness— which 
leads to the second point. That is, 
what we read in John 14 are words 
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from a man of great compassion 
and empathy. These are words of 
comfort to his friends. Our witness 
on behalf of this Christ should be 
shaped by that kind of compassion 
and empathy. Our evangelism, our 
mission and our theology should 
be based on that relational 
knowledge which is before all else 
faith in the one who showed us the 
way by loving us before we even 
knew how to love others. 

Knowing and believing are 
relational. We know the way 
because we've seen the way 
Jesus interacts with the world. We 
know by feel or grace. We don't 
know the streets. We don't know 
how to explain or give directions. 
All we say is follow me I'll take you 
there. 

Leslie Newbigin once said, “There 
are not two separate avenues to 
understanding one marked 
“knowledge” and the other marked 
“faith”. There is no knowing without 
believing, and believing is the way 
to knowing.”  Newbigin was talking 2

about the faith inherent to science. 
There’s a kind of trust or faith in 
science that we might not consider. 
There’s often great leaps of 
imagination and intuition that must 
be made— not all that different 
from the way people of faith come 

to trust God and then see the way 
God works within and around our 
lives. Once we trust we can know. 
And the more we trust the more 
that sacred knowing shapes who 
we are and what we love. But, who 
we trust and who we love becomes 
the road to what we become. This 
is the sacred knowledge Jesus is 
teaching here in his final moments 
with his disciples. The disciples are 
begging for conceptual truth, but 
Jesus offers only himself— the 
incarnate word of God.

Jesus is preparing us for life in his 
kingdom and the first lesson is that 
we are known and loved. Here lies 
the importance of worship (but 
more on that next week). The 
church is a community who knows 
the way… not the street, not 
because we’ve got it plugged into 
google maps… because we know 
the kingdom to which Jesus is 
moving. As he is moving there we 
are following. As we are following 
we are being shaped more and 
more by where we are going. So 
he says, “Trust God. Trust me.” 
You know me. And I know you. 

My five year-old daughter Zetta 
wasn’t in preschool last fall but we 
put her back in this spring. She 
goes to Coker UMC preschool. 
Last year when she went there she 
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would always want us to walk her 
to class. Which always meant 
parking, getting out of the car, 
getting the baby out of the car and 
walking the long walk to her 
classroom. This year her 
classroom is at the far end of the 
school— so it’s an even longer 
walk. But, this year she likes to 
walk herself. We drop her off in the 
car line and she walks all by 
herself through the whole school 
past all the teachers and helpers 
and kids to her class at the far end 
of the school. I wondered recently 
what had changed. Is she just 
older? Maybe. But, there’s 
something else. I watched last 
week as she was greeted by 
teachers and helpers all saying, 
“Hello, Zetta!” All the teachers and 
administrators knew her name. It’s 
not just that she knows the school, 
that she knows how to get around 
now. It’s that she is known. 

This is what Jesus is reminding his 
disciples. No matter where you go. 
No matter what happens to you. 
You know me. I know you. God 
knows you. God loves you as his 
own. Because as a matter, of fact, 
we are.  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