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April Program 

April LifeTimers Gathering — apr 20 

Our own Bob Flynn will be our speaker for the April LifeTimers 

Program. Here is what Amazon has to say: “An award-winning 

western novelist (North to Yesterday, Wanderer Springs) with  

decidedly liberal political leanings writes a spiritual autobiography 

unlike any other. The author grew up in a 

small west Texas town, attended seminary, 

became a war correspondent in Vietnam, and 

taught creative writing and literature for 40 

years at Trinity University in San Antonio. With a deep sense of the 

irony of his project, he sets out to explain how the Bible came to 

be, delving into historical misconceptions, errors in translation,   

political and cultural biases, as well as the editorial failings of the 

Bible's many authors - and yet, he arrives at a place of ultimate 

faith. Holy Literary License is not anyone's traditional Sunday 

School material, but contemporary, open-minded Christians will 

find the book both enlightening and inspirational - and at times,  

intensely humorous. Flynn, the author of Growing Up a Sullen  

Baptist, is known for his wry wit and his humane insight. This work 

is his masterpiece”.   
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 In 2000, my wife and I took a three-day, chartered bus tour 

out to see Big Bend National Park. Our trip occurred during the time 

I was teaching a ten-week Sunday School series called, “How We 

Got the English Bible.” It was new material for me, so I was prepared 

to work on my lesson plans during the long hours on the bus.  We hit 

the road, and I settled in to my “bus seat office” surrounded by     

reference books and a large clipboard. That week’s topic was      

focused on a priest from northern England named Venerable Bede 

who was the first person to translate parts of the Bible into English. Honestly, I’d never 

heard of the guy. I knew I had my work cut out for me.  

 At one point, I dropped my pen. The lady sitting across the aisle kindly picked it 

up and handed it back to me. “You look like you’re working hard,” she said. “What are 

you doing?” I told her I was preparing to teach a class about the English Bible. Without 

a moment’s pause, she asked a question that nearly knocked me out of my seat. “Have 

you ever heard of Venerable Bede?”  Wait. What?! She introduced herself as Pat    

Henderson and explained that she worked in England at the museum honoring        

Venerable Bede. I can only imagine the look of utter astonishment on my face. So how 

did this woman—an employee of Bede’s World—end up on a bus tour in southwest 

Texas? Pat told us she was visiting her daughter, who was married to a U.S. soldier 

stationed in San Antonio. She had scheduled several tours for the week, including this 

one to Big Bend. During our trip, Pat became an amazing resource for facts about 

Bede—far beyond anything I could have found in my reference books. Being able to 

share that information with my class the next week was an incredible experience.  

 So realistically, what are the odds of that happening? One specific day. One 

bus. Sixty-six seats, randomly chosen. And an expert on Venerable Bede from England 

sits down right next to me. Coincidence? Or a nod from God? 

Buddy Wachel 



Page 2          LIF ET IMERS  

Shutterbug moments—march meeting 
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Shutterbug moments—sculpture prayer garden 

  

New lifetimers email address 

 
Thanks to Derlene Williams, LifeTimers has a new email address. You will now receive the electronic version of the 
monthly newsletter from this sender: LifeTimersWBC@gmail.com. If you cannot find the monthly email, check your 
Spam folder and make sure to “allow” our new email address. Also, if you have news or other information you would 
like to see published, please email it either to the new LifeTimers gmail account or to Marilyn Gladson at 
MEGlad@aol.com.  
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LIFETIMERS MEETINGS 

   
  
 April 20 —  Robert Flynn 
        Holy Literary License: The Almighty 
        Chooses to Use Fallible Mortals to 
        Write, Edit and Translate GodStory  
 
 May 18 —  Fun & Games with Barbara & Becky 
 
      
  

Upcoming Events 

 Aug 26-Sep 3 — Colorado Rockies Collette Tour 

 

  
  

       


