
How many decisions have you 
made today? Whether or not to get 
up when the alarm clock goes off, 
what to wear. what to eat, whether 
or not to shower, how long to brush 
your teeth, pick out shoes, should I 
turn on the news, which road to 
church, should I even go today? 
The sermons have been 
questionable lately. From what I 
can tell from 10 minutes of internet 
research (very scientific!), the 
average adult makes 35,000 
decisions a day. Researchers at 
Cornell found that people make an 
average of 226.7 decisions about 
food alone.  Decisions are driven 1

by desires… what we want… 
without taking stock of what drives 
our decisions we are much more 
prone to make wrong ones. This 
freedom is a great gift. We need 
be good stewards of that gift. 
Because too often we let our 
unexamined motivations drive our 
decisions. So we end up wanting 
the wrong things, and listening to 
the wrong people.

If Adam and Eve stepped off the 
page and into this room today… 
don’t you think they would confess 
their first mistake was letting the 

snake speak? Letting it tell them 
what to do. Letting the snake tell 
them what they should want. 

Our theme for Lent this year is 
“Confessions”. Lent is a time of 
repentance and preparation for 
Easter. This isn’t a time of beating 
ourselves up by building up guilt in 
order to achieve a greater sense of 
relief at the grace of God… We 
won’t be smearing on the guilt, 
here. This is a season to recognize 
the reality of sin in all of our lives… 
both the individual sins we 
perpetrate against God, against 
our neighbors, and against 
ourselves. But, also this is a time 
of recognizing the corporate, 
systemic sins in which we are 
complicit as well. We will pray 
confessional prayers during our 
Prayers of the People each week. 
And for those of you looking to 
confess your sins, Randy Edwards 
has volunteered to spend 40 hours 
this Lenten season offering time 
for you to come and confess your 
sins to him privately in his office.

This season we will not only be 
confessing but also professing. 
Even as we confess today that we 
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want the wrong things… we 
profess that God is the lord of life 
and that we are responsible for our 
own lives and the life of the world. 
Theologian Harvey Cox reminds 
us that, “The gospel is first of all a 
call to leave the past behind and 
open ourselves to the the promise 
of the future.”  2

The drama laid before us today in 
Genesis 2 and 3 sets the table for 
the future God provides humans. 
However, the humans instead 
choose to take the future into their 
own hands. But, it’s not until they 
see clearly that they realize the 
mistake they have made.

We need to be honest about how 
we approach this passage. We are 
influenced by the interpretations of 
this passage over centuries. Early 
interpreters were as influenced by 
their culture as we are. 
Interpretations of this passage 
passed on to us have passed 
through the mythic Greek lens and 
the Medieval lens too. The 
combination of those cultures has 
passed on to us a particular telling 
of the story. I.E.— the snake is the 
devil and the sin perpetrated was 
one of pride. The near impossible 
task for us is reading this story with 
fresh eyes. We probably can’t 
escape the assumptions we bring 

to the story, but let’s not ignore 
their reality. 

Truth is the snake is not explicitly 
named as the satan or the devil. 
Truth is Adam never speaks. And 
seems apathetic to the action of 
the story. The snake speaks 
incorrectly. Eve corrects the snake. 
Then the snake corrects God. 
Instead of going to God for 
clarification, Eve trusts her own 
ability to interpret the situation. 
Trusting the snake over God. 
Trusting the snake over her own 
instincts as to what is right. In her 
anxiety she doubts herself. In his 
apathy, Adam doesn’t seem to 
care. 

Sometimes, we don’t see clearly 
because we focus too much on 
one thing. Even when we read this 
story, we tend to miss some things. 
We focus so much on this story as 
an origins story. We call it the fall 
story, when really the bible is full of 
ways we fall (ways we misuse our 
agency). The book of Genesis is 
much more interested in decision-
making and faithful responses to 
God than origins. If we are making 
35,000 decisions a day its a good 
thing scripture scripture 
emphasizes faithful responses. 
From Adam and Eve, to Cain and 
Able, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob 
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and Joseph— the stories of this 
book dwell on the decisions these 
characters made… the good 
choices and the tragic ones. So 
often the tragic choices were 
rooted in desires gone wrong. If we 
were to do an inventory of our own 
bad choices, we would probably 
see a similar pattern emerge. We 
want the wrong things. Desire itself 
is not a bad thing; misdirected 
desires derail life. Knowing what to 
want is critical for faithful living.

Also, we have a laser-like focus on 
the prohibitions in this story… 
which actually makes the snake a 
charming character. The renowned 
scholar Walter Brueggemann 
reminds us to look at the whole of 
this story. God gives 3 things: 
vocation, permission, and 
prohibition. He says, “These three 
are characteristic of the human 
before God. The primary human 
task is to find a way to hold the 
three facets of divine purpose 
together. Any two of them without 
the third is surely to pervert life…. 
the prohibition in the garden 
makes sense of the vocation and 
permission given to humans.”  The 3

way the story is told in scripture 
makes it clear that the bible has no 
interest in the details of the 
prohibition— Why that tree? What 

was it about its fruit? When we 
focus only on the prohibition a 
question rises within us we aren’t 
always comfortable voicing: Why 
does God need to be obeyed?

Isn’t it foolish to not eat the fruit of 
this one tree? Wisdom would be to 
eat wherever you can get fruit… 
take and eat. If you want 
something reach out and grab it. It 
would be foolish to settle for a 
command just because. But, God’s 
foolishness is greater than human 
wisdom. That foolishness brings 
life. Our wisdom brings slavery. 
The wisdom of God recognizes the 
limits our vocation of stewardship 
inherently provides. Yes were are 
given permission… we are given 
freedom. But, we are also given 
vocation, which brings with it 
purpose and responsibility. Some 
of the most self-destructive people 
I have known are those who 
refused their limits. They had 
vocation and permission… but, 
prohibition? They had purpose and 
freedom, but shirked any 
limitations placed upon them. 
Sometimes it’s pride that leads to 
this. More often it’s sloth— one of 
the deadliest of sins. Theologians 
translated sloth from the Greek 
word Acedia which means not-
caring. We might think of it as 
refusing to live up to the vocation 
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God gives us — to care for / to till 
the world God has given us and to 
care for the partners with which we 
are tasked to work. Sloth isn’t just 
laziness… as we tend to think. It’s 
the unwillingness to take the 
responsibility that comes with the 
freedom. This is essential to who 
we are as humans. We are given 
vocation/purpose, permission/
freedom, and prohibition/limits. 
When we are unwilling to take 
responsibility for the future God 
dreams for us then we aren’t living 
up to what God created us to be. 
The problem for Adam and Eve is 
that they let the snake speak for 
them. They let the snake convince 
them of who they were… less than 
human… less than the children of 
God. The snake buries their 
vocation and permission under 
rhetoric of prohibition. 

We want the wrong things. We 
overvalue everyone else’s stuff. 
Why? Because we are worried we 
aren’t enough. Because of the sin 
of sloth. We are worried/anxious 
we aren’t enough. We let the 
snake tell us what to do and what 
to want. We are sold the idea that 
autonomous freedom will bring 
happiness and contentment. That 
we can achieve joy and fullness of 
life through self-fulfillment and 
collecting goods. But, chasing that 

fleeting freedom only leaves us 
anxious. 

Woolworth’s was the first store to 
put their wares out on display. 
Before that invention, people 
would enter a store and tell a clerk 
what they wanted. The clerk would 
go and obtain for them the 
merchandise in the storage area 
and present it to the customer for 
purchase. Woolworth’s was the 
first store to lay the merchandise 
out on the table to be seen and 
touched and savored. The 
invention is perfect for a people 
who now no longer know how even 
to name what we want. Show us 
everything and we will invent a 
desire for it all. The power of the 
eyes to cultivate need— Once you 
can feel it and touch it, you 
convince yourself that you need it 
now. 

We need to confess that we forget 
who we are. We fail to live up to 
the vocation God has given us in 
all the freedom we are granted. 
We fail to be fully human. But, the 
future still lies ahead. And though 
we look out at it with great anxiety 
we must also remember what we 
are. Let’s not let any snakes tell us 
what to do.
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