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March Program 

March LifeTimers Gathering — mar 16 

 The SonShine Singers are coming! Our March 
program will be provided by this lively, fun group of   
singers and dancers. For those of you who don’t know, 
the SonShine Singers bring God’s love to nursing home 
patients throughout the year. They have learned that  
sharing smiles and hugs, singing and laughter not only 
brightens the day for the patients but brings them great 
joy as well. 

 They present a musical show which includes secular music like Broadway show 
tunes, a sing-along with the audience, heart-touching gospel music, and finally a       
flag-waving, all-American patriotic section. All of this is completely choreographed and 
is lavish with costumes. 

 SonShine Singers can also be found entertaining church, community and       
military groups in the area, sharing the love and joy of  Christ. Many SonShine Singers 
are also Woodlanders. You do not want to miss this fabulous group. 

 Please join us at 11:00 AM on Thursday, March 16th in Maresh Hall. If you are 
not yet a LifeTimer, you can get a lifetime membership for only $10. A delicious lunch 
will be served immediately after the program for a cost of $5 per plate.  

 

  

Lenten Fast 

Photos for The Wall  

3 

Upcoming Events 4 

“Then YOU will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to YOU. YOU will seek 
me and find me when YOU seek me with all your heart. I will be found by YOU… 

Jeremiah 29:12-14a 
 

 It was such a pleasure for Nilda and me to have the opportunity 
to share our life journey with all of you. Thank you for the hospitality and 
being such good listeners (smile). Now we are members and look       
forward to meeting with you every month and taking some excursions together.  

You have heard it said that, “It’s not about us. It’s about God.” That is so true 
from our perspective looking at God. But from God’s perspective, “It’s all about us!” 
Read the Jeremiah passage above and see how many times God refers to us           
individually and collectively. Paraphrase from God: “It’s all about YOU!” You were kind 
enough to listen to our story but our story is not unique to us. Many refugee stories are 
similar, especially of those leaving the tyranny of communism. But you have also had 
your own struggles in life. No one is immune to struggles. Some are bigger than others 
but we all struggle. The fact that you were there last month listening to us and now 
reading this means that you’ve overcome your struggles or are on the way to doing so. 

We all struggle because we are human, it comes with the territory. In this     
Season of Lent, we are reminded that Jesus was fully human and did he struggle! Our 
struggles pale when compared to his and even more so when we consider that he didn’t 
have to do it. And he overcame his struggles with God’s help. Even when the human 
Jesus felt God had abandoned him on the cross, God was there with him on that cross. 
(Please don’t ask me to explain the Trinity. Ask Garrett!) 

To God, it’s all about us and that is why we overcome our struggles. Our story is 
how we got to this country and met. Perhaps your story is how you were the first in your 
family to finish college; or land a chance job that changed your life; or unexpectedly met 
the person that changed your life; or the second, third, fourth and infinite chances God 
has given you at getting it right. The point is that we all have a story to tell and none of 
them are the same but if you strip away the details, you will find that at the end they are 
the same story. We all go through  struggles, real struggles, and we get through them 
with God’s help. Because from God’s perspective, it’s all about us. 
  

Conrad Navarro 
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Shutterbug moments—february meeting 

 

Kerrville day trip 

On Tuesday, April 4th, LifeTimers will travel to Kerrville, Texas, to visit the Sculpture Prayer       
Garden. Info from the website: “The 24.5 acre art park is the only place in the world where the 77’7”        
contemporary sculpture called “The Empty Cross” can be seen.  It is the “Most Symbolic Cross 
Sculpture in the World”.  In addition, seven other monumental sculptures can also be viewed at this 
location. It is also the only place where all of Greiner’s monumental sculptures are on display. A 
“Path To Heaven” uses 77 Bible verses, in multiple languages, to present the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The free garden is open from 7:00 AM until midnight, 365 days a year. Tax deductable    
donations are welcomed, since the non-profit project is being built on faith in God, without debt.” 
We will travel by bus, visit the park, have lunch and return to San Antonio by around 5:00 PM. Cost 
is $40 per person. Contact Lonnie Shuler to make your reservation. 
  

NOTE: If you see a picture that you really, really like, we 
can give you an electronic copy or a printed copy on        
request. Contact Marilyn Gladson or John Myers. (This   
applies to past copies of the newsletter, too). 
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lenten fast — Pope francis 

 Do you want to fast this Lent? 
In the words of Pope Francis 

 
 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

 Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 

 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

 Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy. 

 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 

 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

 
pietrafitness.com 

Photos for the wall — John Franklin 

In the February 2017 edition of The Bragger (The BAMC Retiree Activities Group newsletter), John Franklin wrote an 
article about a project connected to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Foundation. Here are his words (reprinted with 
permission): 
 
 “The Wall” with the names of 58,315 Vietnam War casualties has been up for thirty-five years. It took 
me eight years to visit The Wall. I chose a winter day with few people out, no wife or children with me. In a 
private moment I visited names I knew and remembered their faces. Those names were people, too.  
 The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is now working to show the faces that go with the 
names. They have 48,000 photographs, but there are 10,000 names still without a photograph. The        
members of BRAG [and LifeTimers] are the right age group to help put a face with the names of the 10,000 
faces still not shown. If you know someone, or even know someone who knows someone, that lost a friend 
or family member among the 58,315 names, please tell them of the desire of the VVMF to be able to show a 
photograph on The Wall. 
 To see what photographs are still needed, you can go to www.VVMF.org/wall-of-faces, then go to the           
Advanced Search bar. You can search using the choice “does not have a photo,” and you will be able to see 
those that have no photo associated with their name. The photos will be displayed in the future Education 
Center at The Wall. The Education Center will be an interactive display showing the name, photo, and a story 
about the 58,000+ men and women whose names are on The Wall. Let’s help make those people more than 
just names. 
 On Veterans Day 2017, the 58,315 names will be read to commemorate The Wall’s 35 years. For 65 
hours over four days, the names will be read leading up to Veterans Day. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: My brother-in-law’s father was killed in Vietnam on June 8, 1966. When I read John’s article, I went to 
the website to see if his photograph was among the wall-of-faces. There is a picture of him standing next to his        
helicopter (he was a pilot).  This is a very worthwhile project, and I encourage you to spread the word to everyone you 
know about the Photos for The Wall effort. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

 

LIFETIMERS MEETINGS 

   
  
 March 16 —  SonShine Singers 
 
 April 2 —  Robert Flynn 
 
 May 18 —  Fun & Games with Barbara & Becky 
 
      
  

Upcoming Events 

 April 4 —  Sculpture Prayer Garden, Fredericksburg 

 Aug 26-Sep 3 — Colorado Rockies Collette Tour 

 

  
  

       


