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Woodland 
received a 
total of 
$31,964 
toward 
our goal 

of $40,000 for the Global Missions Offering.  
There were 85 contributors. Thanks to everyone 
who contributed to this worthwhile goal which 
helps sustain field personnel, chaplains, 
Student.Go interns, short-term mission teams, 
and other work world-wide and nationally with 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 

Hope in Action
We can share hope everyday, wherever we are. Here 
are some specific ways you can be ?hope in action.? 

- Use this newsletter to help you pray.
- Mission Trip to Macedonia - June 17 to 27, 2017.  

See Lance Mayes for details. 
- ESL teachers & helpers needed. Spring Break -  

March 13 to 17;  Contact Diana Bridges.
- San Antonio Rescue Mission - Every third Friday 

evening. Next meal - Mar. 17th. Come and help 
serve the men! See Darren and Vaughan 
Ballinger for more information.  
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Please check out our new Missions bulletin board in the foyer as you enter the sanctuary from Maresh Hall. 

 
  CERI - Children's Emergency Relief International

Supporting families and children in Sri Lanka, Moldova and around the 
world is the ministry of CERI, which is the international division of 
BCFS, a global system of health and human services non-profit 
organizations. CERI's specialized programs help children who are 

orphaned by war or natural calamities to 
get out of orphanages and into foster care 
and adoption, continue their education, 
improve their quality of life, and hear the 
good news of salvation. Woodland has not 
only supported CERI financially but members have sponsored children in 
Moldova and Sri Lanka, and attended  mission trips. WBC Members John 
and Elizabeth Myers have gone to Moldova eight  times with CERI.  John 
says, "In our first trip in 2006, we visited Internat 2, an orphanage housing 
some 400 kids, ages 6 to 16.  We held group devotionals and bible studies 
in the morning, and recreation and crafts in the afternoon." The Myers 
currently sponsor a single mother and her 3 children. 

Recently, we connected with Connie Belciug, Executive Director of CERI 
here in San Antonio. She writes:  "Since the beginning of our partnership 

with Woodland Baptist Church, your gifts to CERI have touched hundreds of lives, healed hundreds of 

Foster mom (grandma) and  
4 children abandoned by 

parents

Foster mom and 2 children 

continued on page 4



Missionar y Spot l ight  - Below are updates on families that WBC suppor ts.  

Jeff and Alicia Lee - Macedonia 

Two days a week we get to go to Poraka, a group home for adults with developmental disabilities, and offer 
activities. Jeff's class is everyone's favorite; they get to practice learning and writing Macedonian and English 
vocabulary as well as practice some conversational English. While everyone is at different levels, it's a beautiful 
sight to see them encourage one another to try their best and everybody cheers when 
someone can recall a "challenge word" from the class before. While Jeff teaches his 
class, Alicia works with smaller groups to provide therapeutic activities that work to 
improve cognitive, social-emotional, or motor functioning. She uses games to 
develop spatial and logical skills, build fine motor skills and boost eye/hand 
coordination. While these activities can be difficult at times, it is a privilege to see the 
beneficiaries persevere and to be able to celebrate their triumphs together. If you have 
ideas to help Jeff and Alicia make learning fun for the folks at Poraka, you can email 
them at ajlee@cbf.net. Learn more about the ministry in Macedonia online at 
www.facebook.com/PartnershipMacedonia or 
https:/ /www.classy.org/campaign/alicia-and-jeff-lee/c106536. 

Erik and Amanda Hansen - Kenya

Please pray for Kenya. There has been a national doctor?s strike since December 5th which has nearly shut down 
government hospitals and left private hospitals like Kijabe Hospital overwhelmed with patients.  Kijabe Hospital also 
had a nursing strike in February which thankfully, was resolved within a week. Kenya is also experiencing a severe 
drought so we are praying that the rains will come soon. There is much turmoil surrounding our elections August 
8th. There is conflict over who will be running for each party, voter registration and how the election will be 
managed.  Erik is quite busy at the hospital right now. Please pray for him as he will soon begin interviewing for a 
new pediatric surgery trainee who would begin in July. Amanda has taken on a new role at Rift Valley Academy as 
she is now teaching a 5th grade math class in addition to her responsibilities as a reading specialist. The kids are all 
doing well in school and are enjoying their various activities. We are also looking forward to Bill and Becky Miller?s 
(Amanda?s parents) arrival in Kenya next week. Pray for Bill and Becky as they travel. 

Karen and Kenny Sherin - South Dakota

Bill and Noy Peeler - Cambodia (currently on furlough in the U.S.)

While we're here in the States we'll be taking advantage of some training opportunities at CBF, joining in the ministry 
work of our church in Winder, GA, the First Baptist Cambodian Church, work to reaffirm our present ministry 
supporters as well as seek to cultivate new partners, attending the next General Assembly here in Atlanta this 
summer, and attend the annual conference of the Cambodian Baptist Fellowship in Macon, GA at their Blessing Field 
conference grounds. We're also available to visit churches that would like us to visit and tell about our work in 
Cambodia. We welcome prayers for the months ahead that the time will be productive as we prepare to return to 
our mission field later in the year.  Contact the Peelers at bill.noy.peeler@worldpersonnel.org

Hello from South Dakota!   Kenny has been selected as the new Program Director for Rural 
Community Development at South Dakota State University.  We will remain in Dimock and 
he will travel to the rural communities in South Dakota and work with the other Community 
Development specialists throughout SD.  In a couple days, we head to Fort Thompson 
(Crow Creek Reservation), to meet again with community members and a contractor on 
beginning the new homes. Several individuals have completed classes at Hunkpati 
Investments to help them transition to home ownership. We will also be taking more 
children?s books written in Lakota to donate to another school and the families.  Thank you 
for your continued prayers. May you be richly blessed by the reminders of God?s grace and 
provision this Lent and Easter season.  

Jeff teaching at Poraka
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Kid's Hope 
From Mentor Beverly Dugas:  I have been mentoring for 5 years 
with Kids? Hope.  My current student has been with me for a little 
over 2 years now.  We began our relationship when he was in 
Kindergarten. De?Marion had a difficult time adjusting to a 
classroom situation - the structure was foreign and his language 
and coping skills were not well enough defined to let him be 
successful.

What a difference two years can make!  De?Marion has made 
such progress. His behavior in the classroom has improved 
greatly and I see him beginning to formulate strategy and think 

ahead during the games we play.  He enjoys conversation and is 
learning about social interactions.  So many things can be learned just by talking and playing games!

Every child needs and deserves to be the center of attention at times. That is something a mentor can 
provide when parents and teachers are often divided up into pieces that are just too small.  For a few 
precious minutes each week, De?Marion has the undivided attention of an adult who listens and loves 
him. And you know what? That can work both ways. It is really pretty cool to have a kid that thinks you 
are special, too!  

From Marty Goppert:  Our Mentoring Mission with Larkspur Elementary School continues to be active. 
At present we are in need of two men mentors for boys in 3rd and 4th grades. These children need a 
person to help them with their studies but more importantly, a role model which they lack in their 
homes. Yes, one hour a week can make a change in a child's life. Your presence and influence can 
help them  make better choices in their life and studies. My prayer is that members in our congregation 
will feel the call to help these children's future.  Contact me if you're interested at phone no. 834 - 9647. 

The Cuban Refugee Crisis in Nuevo Laredo -- report by Ben and Leonora Newell 

Their story started over 9 months ago. Cubans by the hundreds left their 
native land searching for what they considered the promise land - USA. 
The journey took them through 11 countries with plane, boat, train, and 
by foot the necessary ways of travel. It took everything they had for this 
journey and more. 

For the majority of us, their plight and stories are hidden because they 
don?t make a great fuss even they are stuck in limbo in Nuevo Laredo. 
Our sister church in Laredo, Emanuel B.C., and their pastor, Lorenzo 
Ortiz, are leading volunteers in the U.S. as they try to help with the 
humanitarian needs of the Cubans. They have sorted food and water for 
their daily trips to Nuevo Laredo. They have raised money for medical 
supplies and gas for transportation. They have prayed for and witnessed to the Cubans with an  uncanny 
and unbelievable heart and spirit. God is working through them in the midst of crisis. Woodland B.C. has 
helped too. We were one of the first Baptist Churches to give monetary relief for this crisis. (We provided 
$3000 in early February) Our contribution went a long way to sustaining some valuable lives in the sight 
of our Lord. Now we ask you to specifically pray for some long term solution to this crisis. Pray that the 
Cubans will be given work visas from Mexico so that they can work and live there productively. Pray that 
the pastors and churches in Mexico and USA will stay strong in their commitment to love our neighbors 
in Christ.
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Beverly Dugas mentoring her child

Cuban refugees in Nuevo Laredo

More at woodlandbc.org/cubanrefugees



Missions First
Woodlands mission education program for 
children grades 3 to 6, continues to teach and 

challenge our GPS Kids (God?s People 
Share) the first Sunday of each month 
during Sunday School. In January, we 
learned about Loving Communities, 3 
churches in 3 different states that work 
with ministry partners in their 
communities to welcome refugees from 
all over the world.  In February, we visited 
Lebanon, for our first lessons ever on that 
country and the work of CBF Field 
Personnel Chaouki and Maha Boulos. In 

March, we visit Atlanta, Georgia, 
specifically the Grant Park 
neighborhood and CBF Personnel Trey 
Lyon.  The focus is Loving My Neighbor 

with our scripture focus verse 1 John 4:7. We will 
learn that a number of programs Trey has put in 
place in Grant Park, we have also put in place at 
Woodland.  (report by Cheryl Sharp)

A team is traveling to 
Peru from July 22 to 
August 5.  Please be 
in prayer as they 
provide eye care. 
They're still seeking 
people to join them 

for this mission trip. Non-medical folks can help 
with vision testing, eyeglass collection, dispensing 
of glasses, moving patients, and translating. 
Check out the ICare  web site for more info.: 
www.icare-sa.org/join-the-sa-mission-team

Financial Peace University - report from Phil Sagebiel

CMDA has been 
busy with campus 
ministries at UT 
Health Science 
Center of SA  

Ministries are growing and overseen by a 
leadership team of twenty-five. Medical and 
dental student involvement is strong as they 
continue to focus on building deeper relationships 
with students in nursing, DA's, OT, PT, Pharmacy, 
Dental Hygiene, and Dental Assistant programs. 

wounds, and brought comfort to 
thousands who were lost. And you 
continue to do so today. This report is 
our way of saying "thank you" to your 
congregation for your contribution to 
CERI over the last 15 years."  

For more information on CERI, contact 
Connie Belciug , Executive Director at 

cbelciug@bcfs.net or check the web site 

at cerikids.org 

CBF Field personnel work in Lebanon

On March 5, 2017, the 12th Woodland Financial Peace 
University class graduated.  Here are the results: 

- 29 people attended 
- 3 were Woodland members 
- 26 were from outside Woodland 
- 16 out of 29 attended 7 or more of the 9 sessions and 

earned a graduation certificate 
- Couples reported improved marriages, improved 

communication and HOPE for the future. 
- We learned how to ?act your wage.? 
- We learned the borrower really is slave to the lender. 
- We learned that the only acceptable debt is residence 

mortgage debt when at least 10% is put down on a 15 
year fixed rate mortgage where the payment is not 
more than 25% of take-home pay. 

- We learned that despite Americans? love for freedom, 
they often voluntarily become indentured servants to 
debt. 

- Couples reported great excitement with implementing 
FPU ideas for their young children and adolescent 
children. 

- Stewardship and giving were explained in a way that 
few will ever forget. 

- Lives and future generations were changed forever. 

The scripture adopted for this class was Galatians 5:13-14 
(Msg) which says: It is absolutely clear that God has called you 
to a free life.  Just make sure that you don?t use this freedom as 
an excuse to do whatever you want to do and destroy your 
freedom. Rather, use your freedom to serve one another in love; 
that?s how freedom grows. For everything we know about God?s 
Word is summed up in a simple sentence: Love others as you love 
yourself.  That?s an act of true freedom. 

CERI continued from page 1
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