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February Program 

february LifeTimers Gathering — feb 16 

Our February program will be presented by our very own 
Conrad and Nilda Navarro. The Navarros were both born in 
Cuba. They lived under communism until their parents fled to 
the United States. Conrad came to the USA at age seven in 
1962, and Nilda at the age of 12 in 1969. They met in West 
New York, New Jersey at Nazareth Baptist Church. After   
dating in high school, getting engaged and married, Conrad 
enlisted in the US Marine Corps. Conrad and Nilda attended 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, 
NC, after Conrad’s enlistment. From there, Conrad accepted 

a call to William Carey Baptist Church in Medford, Long Island, NY. Three years into 
the pastorate, Conrad was commissioned as an Air Force Chaplain, and Nilda          
volunteered with women’s groups, Protestant Women of the Chapel and Mothers of 
Preschoolers. Conrad recently retired after over 40 years in the military. He serves as 
one of the rotating teachers of the Travelers Sunday School class. (Ask him about 
roasting a pig). Please join us at 11:00 AM on Thursday, February 16th in Maresh Hall. 
If you are not yet a LifeTimer, you can get a lifetime membership for only $10. A       
delicious lunch will be served immediately after the program for a cost of $5 per plate.  
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 The night before the class Valentine party, I had checked them 
twice. I wanted each one to get one, but I certainly did not want to leave 
out Bobby’s. As I carefully wrote his name, I was reliving the moment he 
winked at me in the “Wink Um” game at church. I tingled again as I   
recalled it. On the way to school the next morning, I clutched the brown 
bag with the valentines inside. I walked first past my Dad’s church, past 
the Jenkins filling station, crossed the RR tracks and then, looking both 
ways, crossed the highway. I walked in the front door of the school, heard my shoes 
making squishing sounds on the oiled wooden floors, turned into my class, smelled 
fresh chalk dust, and was so excited I forgot that I would have to wait until after lunch 
before we had the valentine party. Pooh! Bobby sat behind me in class so I could not 
keep turning my head around to look at him, but I wanted to real hard. What would his 
face look like when he opened my valentine? Would he give me the little heart candies 
with the words “Be Mine” and “True Love”? 
 This memory is one of many in my life about love. I was blessed to be taught 
scripture in my family and in my church, and I reflect now on how the Word continues to 
help me understand. 
 “When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a [woman], I gave up childish ways.” 1 Corinthians 13:11. 
(sometimes). 
 When I was three, we lived in a different town. Daddy noticed a man crossing 
our yard day after day. He learned that several families lived together in a cotton field 
behind our house. They followed the crops and were picking cotton. He also knew that 
the laws in 1943 would not let them worship in our church. So he began preaching on 
Friday evening to our new friends gathered on the front porch. I could hear them singing 
as I played in the black dirt with a little girl about my size. I clutched my teddy bear. 
Suddenly, I wanted to give my bear to her. And I did. The new friends sang and walked 
around the table, placing coins down. Later I learned that my parents took the coins 
home, put them in a fruit jar under the sink, and when summer was over, they asked 
Deacon Farris to buy Bibles for our new friends. 
 I continue to learn a lot about God’s love. And this scripture continues to be 
helpful in my life. 
 “But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance … for the Lord 
sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.’”  

Karen Calhoun 
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Shutterbug moments—january meeting 

 

God’s love From the Word (NKJV) 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved.  John 3:16-17  
 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
Romans 5:8 
 
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not     
behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices 
in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. … And 
now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, 13 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  
1 John 4:7 
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The riches of faith: a love story by Buddy Wachel 

  In the fall of 1958, I was a 24-year-old graduate student at the University of 
Texas. I was teaching two courses, taking two graduate classes, and working on 
my thesis. My teaching assistantship only paid $700 per semester. I was definitely 
short on time and money, but I really wanted to find a girlfriend. 
 One week at church, our Sunday School lesson focused on true faith and 
the promises of God. In the passage from Matthew, Jesus says, “Whatsoever you 
shall ask in my name, I will give you.” In the sermon, the pastor discussed how   
Jesus chastised his disciples for having so little faith. He told them to put their   
burdens on the Lord, and they would not have to worry about their problems.  
 Those lessons really resonated with me. I truly believed that God had      
created one special person just for me; I simply hadn’t found her yet. But if I really 
had faith, I could turn over the challenge of finding my soul mate to the Lord. 
 With that decision made, the engineer in me got down to business. The    
Bible teaches that God wants specifics in our prayers, so I decided to provide Him 
with precise design specifications for my perfect mate. I prayed to find a girl who 
was a strong Christian (preferably Baptist) with solid values, great character, intelligence, common sense 
and, while I was at it, someone attractive with a beautiful smile. As I looked in the mirror, I decided to be   
realistic. I amended my request and asked God if she could at least be presentable.   
 With my plan in place, I somehow managed to pray with faith I never knew I had. And once I did, I felt 
that a burden had been lifted from me. I knew I didn’t need to worry about this aspect of my life                 
anymore. Instead, I had faith that everything would work out just fine.    
 Two weeks later, I went to church on a Sunday night. While standing in the foyer, I noticed several 
girls entering the church. As one of them passed by, she said hello and gave me the biggest smile I had   
ever seen.  
 When I sat down in the church pew, “goose bumps” began to form on the back of my neck. Could this 
be the girl that God had chosen for me? It had only been 10 days since I turned everything over to the 
Lord. Could He work that fast?  Then I panicked. I didn’t even know her name. What if this was indeed my 
special someone and she leaves the church before I meet her? Perhaps God had done his part, and now 
the rest was up to me.  
 My heart started racing, and my mouth became quite dry. I had never actually walked up to a girl and 
introduced myself before. What if she laughs at me?  What if she’s dating someone?  What if she’s           
engaged? I got to ponder those frightening questions during what surely seemed like the longest sermon on 
record.   
 The benediction was barely over when I bolted from the pew in a frantic search for my mystery girl. I 
found her outside talking with a group of people. When I tapped her on the shoulder, she gave me another 
wonderful smile. All the panic of the last hour was worth it.  
 She told me her name, and I asked for her phone number. I called her the following afternoon, and 
we went out for chocolate pie and coffee that Thursday night. I was nervous, but I found it incredibly easy to 
talk to her about everything. And the more we talked, the more amazed I was. She had a fantastic           
personality. She was kind and polite. She was a wonderful listener. She had a great sense of humor. Plus, 
she was beautiful.  
 She was everything I had prayed for—and so much more!    
 On the way home that night, I got those “goose bumps” again. I was absolutely certain that this was 
the girl for me. No questions. No doubts. If I had met her some other way, I know that I would have         
considered her “out of my league.” But the Lord gave me the confidence to forge ahead.    
 The dates continued. I met her family. By Easter, we were engaged. Now we’ve been married for 
more than 56 years. And every day, I’m just as certain as I was in that first moment that this is the woman 
God intended for me. I know that the Lord listened to my prayer, and I am in awe of the incredible things 
that He can do if we only have faith. 
 One of my neighbors once remarked that I must have been rich to marry such a beautiful woman like 
my wife. I assured him that what I had wasn’t money, but something extraordinarily more valuable. 
 I had RICHES OF FAITH.   
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

 

LIFETIMERS MEETINGS 

   
  
 February 16 — Conrad & Nilda Navarro 
 
 March 16 —  SonShine Singers 
 
 April 2 —  Robert Flynn 
 
 May 18 —  Fun & Games with Barbara & Becky 
 
      
  

Upcoming Events 

 Aug 26-Sep 3 — Colorado Rockies Collette Tour 

 

  
  

       


