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Blindspots 

  I moved to San Antonio almost 2 years ago, after I graduated from 

Wesley Theological Seminary and was accepted into the Clinical Pastoral 

Education Program with Baptist Health System.  I’ve heard Clinical Pastoral 

Education, or CPE, called boot camp for ministers. Think of it like a 

yearlong professional residency after graduating from seminary, like 

doctors after medical school when they do a residency. CPE helps 

ministers hone pastoral care skills in a clinical environment, usually a 

hospital.  

For more than a year, I worked as a chaplain at Mission Trail Baptist 

Hospital in south San Antonio and at Baptist Medical Center downtown. My 

chaplain work was done under supervision with a group of ministers I met 

with regularly. Along with my four peers, I read books, wrote about theology, 

behavioral science theories, studied various cultures and evaluated each 

other and ourselves as we sought to meet the needs of patients, families 

and staff.  
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Part of the uniqueness, and challenge, of CPE is the self-evaluation 

that occurs.  I wrote many verbatims, or accounts of my experiences with 

patients, to share with my group.  When we read these in a group setting, 

we looked for insights.  Specifically, we looked for things we didn’t know 

occurred during the patient visit.  Were there things we said or didn’t say? 

Things we did or didn’t do? that affected the interaction and care provided 

in either positive or negative ways? The process is analytical and reflective. 

The thing about things you don’t know is that sometimes you discover new 

information for yourself, and sometimes someone else points it out to you. 

There are sometimes things you know you don’t know and you seek to 

learn about it.  But then there are these things called blindspots – the things 

we don’t know we don’t know. Blindspots. 

In our regular vision, particularly when we drive, there are blindspots. 

Areas where we are completely blocked from a truth or reality that happens 

without our knowledge or awareness. We all have a basis of knowledge. 

We know things or we don’t.  We know how to read or we don’t. There are 

things we know we know.  The sun rises in the east and sets in the west. 

There are 24 hours in a day. Two plus two equals four. And so on. On the 

other hand, there are things we know we don’t know. For example, I do not 

know what it is like to live in Asia or to have skin a color other than white.  I 
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am not a nuclear physicist, nor can I prescribe medicine for a sick person 

since I’m not a physician.   

There are also things we don’t know we know, such as cultural biases 

and sociopolitical norms engrained by our culture. They’re what we called 

unknown knowns. And finally, there are things we don’t know we don’t 

know -- blindspots. 

Acts is a history book that tells us about Pentecost in Jerusalem and 

how the first churches grew from the ministry of early disciples, specifically 

Phillip, Peter and Paul. In Chapters 1-9, the Church is made up of Jewish 

groups meeting in homes throughout Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.  

These are Jews who believe Jesus was the Messiah. No one thought to 

include other races, ethnicities or nationalities. It didn’t occur to Peter or the 

other disciples that God could be speaking to those outside the Church.  

Yet Peter makes a strong Gospel declaration in verses 34 – 43. To 

understand the importance of his statement, we must look at the context; 

otherwise, it is simply an evangelical declaration.  This passage from Acts 

is the story of how Gentiles came to be part of the Church.  Cornelius in 

Caesarea (10:1-9a) had a vision in verses 1-9, then Peter had a vision in 

Joppa in verses 9-23. (10:9b-23a).  In Cornelius’ vision, God tells him to 

send for Peter and invite him to come to Cornelius’ home in Caesarea. The 
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whole exchange begins because Cornelius, a man in another town, who 

wasn’t a part of any church, was a praying man who led a household of 

faith. Cornelius’ actions of prayer, obedience and faithfulness show a 

Gentile exposing a blindspot. 

In this time, Jews didn’t hang out with those of other races.  This is 

why Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman told in the Gospels was 

controversial. Even as the disciples witnessed Jesus’ ministry and 

interactions with non-Jews and the marginalized, the early Church started 

and stayed with the familiar -- Jews who believed Jesus was the Messiah. 

Jesus’ actions didn’t immediately transfer to the first church. While going 

about the business of the early church, Peter and others seemed to have 

failed to realize God might be speaking to others, like Gentiles.  

When we arrive in Caesarea, the home of Cornelius and when Peter 

encounters Cornelius, God blesses Peter with knowledge of something he 

doesn’t know he doesn’t know – a blindspot. Through this Spiritual 

Wisdom, God builds the Church through people, like Peter. Peter-- the one 

who swore he could never deny Jesus was Lord and then did just that. 

Peter-- the disciple God used to convert 3,000 on the day of Pentecost. 

(Acts 2:1-41)  
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There is already a theme of healing happening in Peter’s ministry 

recorded in Acts. In the previous chapter, Peter heals Aenease in Lydda 

(Acts 9:32-35) and raises the disciple named Tabitha/Dorcas (Greek name) 

from the dead in Joppa (9:36-43).  This is what is happening before we 

read the amazing story in Acts 10 about how God speaks to two people in 

two different places to grow the Kingdom of God on earth.   

I think this gift of Peter’s might have been what Jesus was talking 

about in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 16. Jesus asked the disciples who 

people said he was.  Peter replied, “You are the Christ. The Son of the 

Living God. Jesus said, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, for flesh and 

blood have not revealed this to you but my Father in Heaven. And I say to 

you that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church.” Despite 

your blindspots, we might add in parentheses there.  

 You see, there is a difference between knowing the Gospel, and 

knowing the Gospel is for everyone, and that is what Peter discovers.  

Peter knew God died for everyone.  He trusted the Gospel had something 

in store for those he encountered in his ministry.  But understanding and 

experiencing that the Gospel really is for everyone is a blindspot exposed 

to this faithful, well-meaning disciple. 
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Cornelius’ presence in Scripture is remarkable. He is a prominent 

member of the Italian Regiment with community prestige and political 

power.  Yet he prays to Jesus as Lord and his household follows the 

teachings of a risen Christ Jesus. It is quite an extraordinary circumstance 

that while Cornelius goes about his business in Caesarea, Peter finds 

himself in Joppa where the Holy Spirit speaks to him separately, preparing 

him for his encounter with Cornelius.  

 Know what else happened in Joppa? Remember the story of Jonah? 

God appeared to Jonah.  Joppa was where God told Jonah to go to 

Ninevah but instead, Jonah hopped on a ship heading the other direction to 

Tarshish.  Then God used a big fish to redirect Jonah to Ninevah. To show 

Jonah a blindspot. Well, here we are in Joppa again. This time with Peter.  

Ironically, Peter’s name happens to be “Simon, [which means] son of 

Jonah” (True to Our Native Land, p. 230) And it is in Joppa that God, again, 

calls on a stubborn and well-meaning prophet to go to an unexpected 

place. Joppa is a place where God calls Peter to go beyond the people of 

Israel and Peter is listening when God calls him to do the unexpected.  

Peter shows us we must be willing to sit in Joppa and figure out what the 

Gospel means for us in the world around us – what it means for the 

Church, this Church. 
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Woodland is an inclusive church.  We welcome everyone, even 

offering cookies to all visitors.  But I wonder if we have walls of exclusion in 

our hearts we are not even aware of. Our own blindspots.  Woodland is a 

special place that has sought relationships with other congregations like 

our sister church in Laredo. We open our church doors to the community 

for concerts with beautiful sacred music, fair trade markets and Christmas 

gift making workshops and Vacation Bible School for children. What an 

amazing ministry Diana Bridges and all the ESL instructors do with our non-

English speaking friends in San Antonio. So many good things are 

happening at Woodland.  But could there be things we don’t know we don’t 

know?  Listening to God and others can reveal these blindspots and allow 

the Holy Spirit to move mightily in the Church, in the community and among 

God’s people.  

 This story we read in Acts 10 is “not just the conversion of Cornelius 

but also the conversion of Peter, his attitude and opinion of Gentiles” (True 

to Our Native Land p. 229) Peter’s response to Cornelius shows something 

big is happening! A change is coming.  A big change.  Reminds me of that 

1964 song by the late Sam Cooke. “A Change is Gonna Come.”  

I was born by the river in a little tent 
Oh and just like the river I've been running ev'r since 
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will 
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 Change is scary.  In America and other countries, where racism has 

been part of the history, people were afraid of cultures and people they 

didn’t know. Sam Cooke’s song reflected the struggles of blacks in 

America.  Not only did Sam Cooke write “Change Is Gonna Come” as a 

black man’s response to Bob Dylan’s “Blowin In the Wind,” he wrote 

“Change Is Gonna Come” after disturbing the peace and being jailed 

because a motel in Shreveport, Louisiana refused to let him and other 

African-Americans stay there. For our black brothers and sisters, the road 

to freedom and civil rights in this country has been long and hard fought. 

There are still struggles today. We hear and read about these cases in the 

news far too often.   

Churches seem to be afraid of change and the early church was no 

different. What if we let Gentiles worship with us?  Can God really speak to 

another race?  Cornelius surprises and challenges Peter’s expectations of 

God.   When Cornelius shares his vision with Peter, Peter realizes that the 

Spirit speaks to Gentiles as well as Jews. Peter discovers a God without 

boundaries, even though Peter walked beside Jesus and saw these 

boundaries broken throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

Up to this point, ecclesiology and Christology both separated Judaism 

and Christianity (Willimon, p. 17) There was a narrow definition of Christ 
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and a narrow definition of Church.  Too narrow to include those who didn’t 

look like those inside the walls of Jewish homes. The early Church realized 

that “the straitjacket of Jewish legalism must be discarded, and the walls of 

exclusion must fall.” (Broadman, 69) Likewise, in our haste, perhaps in our 

comfort zone or because of our laziness in discipleship or lack of prayer, 

we can miss God speaking to those around us.  

This encounter between Cornelius, Peter and the church reminds us 

to expect the unexpected when God is involved. Through Peter’s 

revelation, the church sees and experiences “Christ Universal” (Broadman) 

for the first time. People conclude that the Gospel is also for the Gentiles.  

“The Church [becomes the] presence Christ has chosen to take in the 

world” (Willimon, p. 17) And when we read further in Acts, chapter 11 (1-18) 

tells the story about the expansion of the Church and how they first  call 

themselves Christians in Antioch.   

We’re about to inaugurate a new President in this country. Thank 

God, the Church, this Church, is not Democratic or Republican.  We came 

together here at Woodland on Election Night in a nonpartisan Communion 

Service to center ourselves after this volatile election cycle. But there are 

times in this country’s history when the Church must take a stand, like in 

the 1960s when blacks fought for civil rights.  Some churches were on the 
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right side of history and others failed to see the blindspot.  Now is a more 

important time than ever for God to show us our blindspots and use us to 

include everyone in the Church.  

We must remember, especially now, that Jesus coming to earth was 

an act of love, not the pacification of an angry God. (William Barclay, 83-84) 

Jesus healed people of their physical pain and emotional sorrow.  He was 

in the business of exposing blindspots and He did this because God was 

with Him. Likewise, Peter was about the business of healing and through a 

blindspot, the Church became a place of healing between those of different 

races and cultural backgrounds, different political beliefs. 

If there has ever been a time for Christians, especially American 

Christians, to recognize our blindspots and act on them, it is now. We must 

move beyond our knowledge of historical Jesus and act as Christians to 

whom Jesus is a “living presence whom we have met.” (Barclay 84) In San 

Antonio, that might mean going downtown or to the south or east side to 

places we don’t usually go.  As Protestants living in a predominantly 

Catholic city, that might mean reaching out to our Catholic brothers and 

sisters to do more missions together.  Blindspots usually take us out of our 

comfort zones and we inevitably interact with new people.  
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On this First Sunday after Epiphany, we remember not only Jesus’ 

baptism, but the baptism of Cornelius and his household.   The Holy Spirit 

comes upon Cornelius and His household before they are baptized (The 

Global Commentary, p. 420) We, as Baptists, believe we ask Jesus into our 

heart and ask the Spirit to dwell in us before we are baptized – to walk with 

us in our lives revealing the unknown knowns and exposing blindspots to 

ourselves and others in this broken world. It is a tall order. We can’t do it 

alone. We need the Holy Spirit.  We need each other.  We need the church 

to be what God intended – a place of healing and reconciliation for 

everyone, where all are truly welcome and find an abiding home for 

fellowship, worship, communion and restoration. May we seek and discover 

blindspots in this new year, both in this church and in ourselves. Amen.  
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