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 SEMINARS AVAILABLE IN CLASSES AT DIFFERENT TIMES 

 ON "JOB" -- Unpacking and relating to the characters, friendships, and way of suffering 
in the story of Job. Taught by Dr. Aaron Tyler, an ordained minister and professor of 
international relations at St. Mary’s University. He works in the field of conflict 
transformation and communal reconciliation. 

 FROM BARREN TO BIBLICAL HEROINES -- The Bible dramatically tells us the stories of 
several women who experience barrenness: Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Leah, Manoah’s 
wife, the Shunammite woman, Hannah. While these stories can be seen as necessary to 
uphold the importance of the son who is eventually born, we can also recognize the new 
relationship that God has with these ancient women. What do these stories reveal to us 
as men and women today about God and his presence in our lives? Taught by Christie 
Goodman, the communications manager for the Intercultural Development Research 
Association, dedicated to assuring educational opportunity for every child. She has been 
writing a book on ministering to couples experiencing infertility and traumatic births. 

 THE EPISTLE OF STRAW -- A look at the challenging book of James. Martin Luther called 
it an epistle of straw because he said if you burned it you would not find the golden 
nugget of good news within it. No offense to Luther, but there is a lot we can learn from 
this confrontational New Testament treasure. Taught by our pastor, Garrett Vickrey. 

 QUESTIONS JESUS ASKED -- We will examine and discuss questions Jesus asked in the 
Gospel of Luke. Taught by Garrett. 

 FROM REASON TO FAITH: AN INTRODUCTION TO DANTE'S DIVINE COMEDY -- This 
seminar is an overview of Dante Aligheri’s “The Divine Comedy,” an epic of the Christian 
faith written early in the 14th century. The first lesson is an overview of the life of Dante 
and the work’s historical context. The next three lessons are devoted to the books of the 
trilogy: “Inferno,” “Purgatorio,” and “Paradiso.” Taught by Dr. David Bridges, a professor 
of mechanical engineering and director of the Unmanned Aerial Systems Program at 
TAMU-CC. 

 ALL SAINTS: LIVES OF GREAT CHRISTIANS -- Learn about--and from--Jesus-followers in 
other ages. We’ll explore the lives of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Catherine of Siena, Julian of 
Norwich, and Thomas Merton. Or choose another saint, and we’ll learn together! 
Taught by Ellen Di Giosia who has a background in music and is a graduate of Truett 
Theological Seminary. She has served in church music and senior adult ministries, as 
well as ministry to children and families. 

 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT -- This seminar is lecture- and 
discussion-based. Taught by Leo Parchman who holds degrees in geology, math, Bible, 
and business. He is retired from the petroleum industry and has been active in church 
and denominational life and in Bible teaching for over 60 years. 
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 THE JEWISHNESS OF JESUS -- When offering the great commission to the original 
disciples, Jesus commands us to baptize in his name and make disciples of all the 
nations. The Hebrew word for disciples is telmidim, but what did it truly mean to be one 
of the Messiah’s telmidim? When these original disciples carried on after Jesus’s death 
they were not setting out to start a new religion, but they were seeking to be completed  
 
Jews - those who recognized their Messiah had come. How did Christianity move so far 
from its original roots? What does that mean for us in the 21st century? Taught by Dr. 
Andrew Morgan who has had an enthusiasm and passion for studying the Jewish roots 
of the Christian faith since he was 13. This has had a great impact on his faith walk and 
led to his interest in understanding what “the original church” was like. 

 HIDDEN TREASURES IN THE BIBLE -- Each Sunday we will look at four chapters of Jud 
Edwards’ book Hidden Treasures: Searching the Backroads of the bible in Search of the 
Truth, beginning with Chapter 20. The scripture references will be from the Minor 
Prophets for the first week, and from the New Testament for the remaining weeks. 
Hidden Treasures looks at scripture that is less well-known or taught, and discusses the 
lessons God intends for each of us. We will discuss the historical context of the chosen 
scripture, and then develop the interpretation and application to our modern lives. 
Taught by Terry Green is retired from a career in research and development, and is an 
active Sunday School teacher and serves on several local non-profit boards. 

 FORGIVENESS: GOD'S FOUNDATION FOR PEACE -- Exploring questions of “Why 
Forgive,” “How to Forgive,” “Forgiveness in Our Family,” “Forgiveness of Self” using 
biblical scriptures and stories of Jesus’ model. Taught by Rev. Karen Calhoun who has 
training from seminary, social work, marriage and family therapy, and clinical pastoral 
education and a lifetime of personal experiences. 

 EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER -- What does Woodland’s motto mean? What does the 
Bible say? How should this statement affect how we relate to our church and our world? 
Taught by Lance Mayes. 

 SPARK: TRANSFORM YOUR WORLD ONE SMALL RISK AT A TIME -- A disciple is more 
than just learning and following the Master; it is doing what the Master did. We will 
explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus through Scripture, discussion, video, and 
experience. Taught by Lance Mayes who loves living out his calling of equipping the 
saints for ministry. For 18 years that calling has involved students, their families, and 
those who work with them. 

 FROM ABRAM TO ABRAHAM -- A look at how a wandering Sumerian herdsman became 
the father of the three major religions of the world and the founder of the Hebrew race 
and language. Taught by Leo Parchman. 
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 WHAT ON EARTH IS GOD DOING FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE? -- Operating on the premise that 
God always tell his people what He will do, a look at what, when, and where from the 
biblical account encourages us in our world. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray: “thy Kingdom 
come,” yet at His trial Jesus tells Pilate that His “kingdom is not of this world.” Jesus 
taught us to pray the Father’s will be “done on earth as it is (being) done in Heaven.” We 
are shaped by the grid of our own culture and biblical understanding. In the clash of 
those views we form our own worldview and understanding of what God is doing; and 
what we are doing (should do) on the earth. Taught by Rev. Mary Lynne Lewis who has 
been a nurse (RN, BSN, MA Health Care/Business Adm.), a Major (Ret.) in the US Army 
Reserve Nurse Corp, and a chaplain with a degree in biblical studies and experience in 
clinical pastoral education. 


